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ADVERTISEMENT. 

DOM. John Bourget, the author 
of this hiftory, fprung from an 
ancient family of good repute in the 
neighbourhood of Rouen, where his 
brother, an eminent merchant, now 
V^ refides. 

^ He was born at the village of Beau- 
I ^ • . . 

I > maisnearFalaifèînthediocéfeofSeez, 

^ in the year 1724. He was educated at 
the Grammar-fchool at Caen, whence 
he WAS removed to that Univerfity, 
and purfued his fhidies' with great dili- 
gence and fucccfs till the year 1 745,, 
when he became a Benediâîne Monk 
of the abbey of St. Martin de Seez, 
then en regle^ that is, under the di- 
reâion of a conventual abbot. 
"^ Some time after this, Dom. Bourget 
"^jT was appointed Prior Clauftral of the 
^^:^id abbey, and continued fix years 
^ a 3 in 



vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

in that office, when he Was nomi- 
nated Prior of Tiron en Perche : 
whence being tranflated to the abbey 
of St. Stephen at Caen, in the capa- 
city of Sub-prior, he managed the 
temporalities of that religious houfe 
during two years> as he did their fpi- 
ritualities for one year longer ; after 
which, according to the cuftom of the 
houfe, he refigned his office. 

His Superiors, fenfible of his merit 
and learning, removed him thence 
to the abbey of Bec^ where he re^ 
fided till 1764. He was eleded an 
Honorary Member of the Society of 
Antiquariesof London, Jan. 10, 1765; 
in which year he returned to the abbey 
of St. Stephen at Caen, where he con- 
tinued to the time of his death. 

Thefe honourable offices, to which 
he was promoted on account of his 

great 
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great abilities, enabled him not only 
to purfue his favourite (hidy of the 
Hiftory and Antiquities of feme of the 
principal Benedidine abbies in Nor- 
mandy, but likewife gave him accefs 
to all their Charters, Deeds, Regifter- 
Books, &c. &c. Thefe he examined 
with great care, and left behind him 
in MS. large and accurate accounts of 
the. abbies of St. I^eter de Jumîegcs*, 
St. Stephen, and the Holy Trinity at 
Caen (founded by William the Con-^ 
queror and his Queen Matilda), and a 
very particular Hiftory of the abbey 
of Bee. 

Thefe were all written in French ; 
and this traâ (which he prefented 
toDr. Ducarel in 1764) is only an 

* To the Monks in general, but particularly 
to thofe of the abbey of Jumiegcs, is owing the 
draining of the fens of Upper Normandy, and the 
cultivation of jnany lar^e trads of land which 
had long lain negleâed. 

6 abftraa 
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abftrââ: of his Hiflory oiF the faid 
abbey of Bee (which hath produced 
feveral archbifhops of Canterbury, 
and other * illuftrious prelates of this 
kingdom) fo frequently mcntroned 
by ,our old hiftorians. 

The death of this worthy Benedic- 
tine (which happened on New-year's 
day 1776) was occafioned by his 
unfortunate negleâ of a hurt he got 
in his leg by falling down two or 
three fteps in going from the hall 
to the cloifter of the Abbey of St. Ster 
phen at Caen, being deceived by the 
ambiguous feeble, light of a glimmer- 
ing and dying lamp that was placed in 
that paffage. He lived univerfally 
efteemed, and died fincerely regretted 
by all thofe who were acquainted with 
him ; and was buried in the church 
of the faid abbey, on the 3d of Janu- 
ary 1776, 

April 5,1779. J. N. 
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THE 

H I S T O k V 

OF 

^HE ABBEY OF BEC; 

THE irionafteiy of Le Bec Hel- 
louîn^ orHelluin, fituate in Le 
Roumois, between Lieûvain and the 
plain of Neufinoury, nine leagues 
from the capital of Normandy^ may 
juftly be confidered as one of the moft 
confiderable in the kingdom. It ftands 
in a vefy narrow valley, eiiclofed be- 
tween two mountains^ which rife to 
the height of near two hundred feet. 
From the foot of one of thefe moun- 
tains, on the North fide,iflue$ a confide- 
B rable 
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table ftream, which wafhes this valley, 
and gives name to the monaftery. 

The choir of the church facing the 
Eaft is one of the finèft pieces of work- 
manfhip of the thirteenth century, both 
for its architedlure, and the variety of 
marbles with which it is adorned. 
" The nave is too ihort to deferve that 
name, confifting only of two arches. 

The park, which extends S. and W. 
along the flope of the hill, and bounds 
on this fide the regular enclofure, was 
anciently very extenfive, and ftill fhews 
confiderable foundations of walls which 
enclofe it. On the North is the village 
of Bee, which belongs to the monaftery. 

Helluin, fon of Angot and Hellois, 
was the founder of this houfe. He was 
a perfon of great piety, and defcended 
from the Danes, who, iffuing from 

the 
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the North, had over-run Normandy- 
like a torrent, and made themfelves 
mafters of this province, which, before 
the invafion of thefe people, was called 
Neuftria. . He was alfo allied to the 
dukes of Flanders. 

Helluin at firft chofe a military life. 
His valour and his noble birth recom- 
mended him to Robert Duke of Nor- 
mjmdy; but, growing tired of the 
world, he formed, at the age of forty, 
the generous refolution of renouncing 
all for Gfod. 

For this purpofe he went to Herbert 
bifhop of Lifieux, who gave him the 
monaftic habit in 1034, ordained him 
prieft apd abbot of this monaftery, which 
he built the fame yçar on his pater- 
nal eflate at Bonneville, formerly called 
B % Hurneville, 
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Hurnevilleé He finifhed k in a yearns 
time, and in 1035 caufed his church 
to be dedicated to the Virgin Mary by 
^the fame Herbert who had ordained 
him. He endowed his monafiery with 
lands^ which he poffefl: at Bonneville, 
Tavile, Surcéj Sarné, &c. 

Five years after, feeing that the 
want of water rendered the fituation of 
Jiis n:ionaftery inconvenient, he deter- 
mined to build another in the valley on 
the rivulet of Bee. As the number of 
perfbns who put themfelves under his 
difcipline increafed every day, this new 
houfe was fbon found to be too fmall j 
and part of his church, wherein was a 
chapel dedicated to St. Benedidt, fell 
down. Upon this, Lanfranc, whom he 
had appointed prior, perfuaded him 
2 to 
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to build a larger and a ftronger 
one at a greater diftance, but on 
higher ground. .This he did in joôi. 
AU the apartments were finifhed in 
three years. But what remained of 
the church fervedtill 1077, when the 
new church was compleated. 

The fame year, Odober 22, the re- 
ligious went in proceffion from the 
old church to the new. Lanfranc, 
who from prior of Bee had been raifed 
to the rank of firft abbat of St. Stephen 
at Caen, and fucceffively placed on the 
archiepifcopal throne at Canterbury, 
dedicated the church the fame day to 
the Bleffed Virgin.* Odp bifliop of 
IBayeux, Gilbert of Evreux, Gilbert of 
Lifieux, Robert of Sees, Emaud of 
Mons, accompanied by a great number 
of perfons of diftinftion both of France, 
B 3 England, 



6 THE HISTORY Oï* 

England, and Normandy, affifted at 
this ceremony, and made great prefents 
to the church. 

As to the rule which Helluin pro- 
feft, it is certain that it was that of St. 
Benedidl. This appears by-the decrees 
which Lan franc made for the Order of 
St. BenediiSl, and by many letters of 
St. Anfelm addreft to the monks of 
Bee; among others, by the feventh of 
the third book, where he fays, that he 
recommends them to their father St, 
Benediâ:, whofe rule they pofleft. ' 
Beato Benediêio fecundum cujus régulant 
frofejji ejîis vos commendo* 

Bec was already become very confide- 
râble. Lanfranc, who was accounted 
one of the befl fcholars of his time, 
had eflabliflled there a fchool, which 
fubfifted a long time after him, and 

from 
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from whence came forth many eimnent 
luminaries of the church. Numbers 
of all ranks and conditions preft eagerly 
to ferve God under the direâion of 
Helluin. Among the reft William 
Girouis *, who reftored the monaftery 

of 

* William Girouis repaired the church çf St, 
Evroult only in part, put in two fecular priefts to 
celebrate there, and gave it to abbat Helluin, un^ 
der whom he had commenced religious ; fo that 
from an abbey it became only a priory to Bee. 
Robert and Hugh his nephews, fons of Hadewife 
his filler, built a monaflery at Noyers^ now called 
Noyers Menard, and came to Bee, to confult their 
uncle, who diiTuaded them from their defign, and 
advifed them to re-build that of St. Evroult, which 
^they did, and to withdraw it from its dépendance 
on Bee : they gave the latter the fair eftate of Ro- 
fiere or RoufEercs, and by this means the monaftery 
of St. Evroult received the title of abbey. They 
placed there monks of Jumieges. Robert turned 
monk y and was the fécond abbat ; but Hugh re- 
mained in the world, and if he took the monaftic 
B 4 order. 
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of St. Evroult in the Pais d'Ouchcf . 
between, the towns of Sees and Ber- 
nay; his two nephews Hugh and 
Robert de Granmenil, William Cref- 
pin and his nephew Gilbert, defcended 
from one of the moft illuftrious femir 
lies of .Normandy ; Lanfranc, born 
at Pavia in Italy, and Anfelm, bom 
at Aofte in. Piedmont, both diftin-: 
guifhed by their noble birth, their 
knowledge, and their piety. 

The revenues with which Helluin 
had endowed his monaftery not being 

order, as many have aflcrted without good autho 
rity, it was only in articula mortis^ without making 
his vows. . Accordingly he is reprefented in the 
windows of the chapel of St. Mary in the church 
OÏ St. Évroult, in the habit of a knight. I know 
not therefore why a MS. of Bee recites them 
among the monks of this houfe, where it is certain 
that they did not even wear the habit. 

fufficient. 
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(lifficient, thç dukes of Normandy, 
and divers other perfons of diftinftion, 
beftowed on it many confiderable 
eftates. Among thofe who became 
monks, many brought with then^ 
large poffeffions. The popes, the 
bifhops, the kings of France and Eng- 
land, granted it many privileges. To 
proceed more regularly, I fhall enu-? 
picrate in order thofe granted by 
Helluin, and thofe which his fuccefr 
fors obtained. 

William I. furnamed de bonne 
Ame^ Archbifhop of Rouen, with the 
confent of his chapter, granted ex-r 
emption from all epifcopal rights.; 
and ordered, that the parifli (hould 
be fubjçft to the monaftery, on con- 
dition, that, when the abbat fhould 
be invited by the archbifhop to affift 

at 
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at the fervice of the cathedral on tho 
day of its dedication, he fliould be 
obliged to aflift there ; to prefide -in 
the choir if the archbilhop celebrates 
mafs, or to celebrate it in his room if 
he be abfent» This privilege was 
afterwards confirmed by many arch- 
bifhops of Rouen; among the reft> 
by Huguez in 1 141, Rotrou in 1 182, 
Odo in 1245, ^^^^ Francis gave his 
confent in 1 634* 

^ The popes confirmed this exemp- 
tion, as virell as the other privileges 
and donations granted to Bee by the 
lèverai kings, princes, and other per- 
fdns of confequence. This appears by 
the bulls of CalixtusII, 11 23 ; Lu- 
cius II, 1 1 82 ; Celeftine III, 1 1 96 ; 
Innocent III, 1210; HonoriusIII, 1 223 ; 
Urban IV, 1262; Clement IV, 1267; 

Gregory 
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Gregory X, 1 27 1 ; Nicolas III, 1 278 ; 
Martin IV, 1281 ; HonoriusIV, 1285; 
Boniface Vin, 1296, &c. 

The archbifhop of Rouen, the 
biihops of Evreux, Lifieux, Bayeux, 
and Chartres, ordered alfo, that all 
the churches and lands belonging to 
Bee, in their refpeflive diocefes, fliould 
be exempt from all ecclefiaftical right : 
and, that the monks might not here- 
after be difturbed m the enjoyment of 
thefe privileges, they were confirmed 
by the kings of France; Philip II, 
1 191, 1200, 1204; Louis IX, 
1239, 1262; Philip III, 1276; 
Philip IV, 1328; Charles Vn, 1420; 
Louis XI, 1471 ; Francis I, 1517; 
Henry IV, 1596; by the kings of 
England, Henry I, 1 1 25 : Henry 1} 

John, 1 204 ; Henry III, 1 229 ; ' 

and 
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ind by William,' Stephen,. Richardj^ 
and Edward. 

In 1389 the pope granted to the 
abbots the ring and other pontifical, 
•ornaments, with the right of giving 
the folemn benediftion, not only in. 
the church of Bee, but alfo in others 
not fully fubjedt to it^ with power to 
confer the tonfure, 

Befides thefe fpiritual privileges 
granted by popes and bifhops, and 
confirmed by royal authority, Bee re* 
ceived further marks of favour from 
the kings of France and England, the 
dukes pf Normandy, and many other 
lords, who either gave lands to this 
houfe, or confirmed fuch donations. 
Befides many noble pofleffions, of which 
the principal are the baronies of Bee, 
Bonneville, Marbœuf, Pleffis^ Bee has 
' alfo 
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alfo fubjeft toit 1 60 parlfhes, with right 
of patronage, tithes, and lordfhips, ia 
moft of them. The piîncipal are thofe 
of St. John and St. Gfervafe at Paris, 
St. Severe at Rouen, St. Andrew at 
Bee, St. Peter at Montfort, St. Nicolas 
at Meulan, Stw Peter at Pontoife, 
Notre Dame at Orbec, St. James in 
the ifland of St. Nicaife, &c. It has 
alfo dependant on it eighteen very con^ 
fiderable parifhes, and fixteen chapels, 
the principal of which is in the cathe- 
dral at Paris. 

Two free fairs are held in the town 
of Bee yearly, one on St. Andrew's day, 
Nov. 30, the other on Good Friday ; 
and a market every Friday in the year. 
In the barony of Bee is a bailliage with 
haute and baffe juftice, 

la 
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In 1337, Philip IV. king of France, 
gave to Bee, and to all perfbns depen- 
dant on it, the privilege of holding 
immediately and direftly of the crown, 
and of tranfporting, felling, and buy- 
ing goods ^11 over his kingdom, duty- 
free. 

Such are the privileges which Bee 
enjoyed almoft from its foundation, 
but many of them are now loft. 

Helluin had the fatisfaâion to fee 
the number of his difciples amount to 
near 100, and the joy .to fefLa^iurpri- 
zing number of them called forth to 
the dignity of bifhops, abbots, or 
to fill monafteries which the piety of 
the faithful raifed both in France and 
England, and made fubjeâ: to that of 
Bee. From thefe has been formed an 
order, of which Bee is the capital, 

and 
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and whence all the priories, even in 
foreign parts, dependanr thereon, were 
obliged to come, to affift at the general 
chapter, and give an account of their 
houfes, both with regard to fpiritual 
and temporal matters; and their priors 
were changed at the will of the chap- 
ter or the abbots. 

At length Helluin, full of days and 
good vyorks, refigned his foul to God, 
Auguft 21, 1078, aged 84 years, 
having fpent 44 of them in the mo- 
naftery, of which himfelf had laid the 
foundation. He was buried in the 
chapter-houfe, which fome think was 
of his building in its prefent ftate. But 
this does not agree with the following 
paflage in a chronicle, at the end of 
Abp. Lanfranc's works, Anno Domini 
1 1 46, inceptum eft capitulum monajierh 

Beccenjts 



t6 THEtttStORYÔ^ 

Beccenfis ecclejta pridie calendar. Au^ 
gujîi prafente pia memoria domino £^- 
iardo ipfius loci abbate. 

His body was interred in the middle 
of the chapter-houfej under a tomb of 
black marble, to which the religious 
of the congregation of St Maur, in 
1 7 1 4, fubftituted another of beautiful 
white marble, fupported by fix little 
pillars of jafper, about a foot and a 
half high ; and the following epitaph 
was engraven on this tombs 



HÎC 
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Hic jacet " ' -' • 
Primus hiyiifce monaftcrii Conditorîç jf^bbai 
Venerabiiis Hcrluinus, . 
Prîmarîàe inter Normanhos nobilitatis^ " 
Patrc Anfgoto, matre Heloide, in pagojBricmenfi natiw, 

Inter armorum ftrepitus ifumma cum laudc 
Liter aulae illecebras fumma ctun integritateverfatus, 
Abje£to n^ilitiae faecularis paludamento, 
Chrifto deinceps militatufus, 
Ab Herberto Lçxovienfi epifcopo habitu monaftico 
induitur; 
Et ut Chriftum haberet hefeditatem 
Bonorum fuoriiin Chriftum inf^ituit heredem. 
Quos agros quondam poflederat dives, 
Hoe coluit pauper, coluit & jcjunus, 

Ut cibus fierct pauperum, . 
Et laborantis fudor & fames jejunantis. 
Labdres diurnos no6hirnis levabat precibus, 
Ut cum virtutum ftudiis ftudia littcrarum conjungeret 

Littcras quadragenarius difcere non erubuit; 

Et Beccenfi monafterio littefarium aperuit gimnafium, 

In quo paternae piefates alumnos & haeredes, • 

Ecclefiarum prsefules candidates 

Lanfrancum, Anfelmum, 

Plurimofque alios fui fimiles difcipulos, 

Ad omne virtutis ofHcium fuis informàbat exemplis. 

Abbas virtuti fimillimus, 

Qui plenus operibus bonis 

Mortem obiit vii Cal. Sept. An. D. mlxxiii. 

xtat. Lxxxiii. I 



Patri de fe optime merito 

Sternum hoc pietatis n^onumentum P* P. 

Monachi Beccenfes congregationis S. Mauri 

Anno D. mdccxiv. 

N. B. See this epitaph in Dr. Ducarel's Norman Aatiq. p. 90. 
C The 
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The life of HeU^ib has been writ*» 
ten by Gilbert ûç Créprh, moiik of 
Bee, ^ l^rned mMk^^ and afterwards 
abbat q£ Wèftnjmfter. He was fuc-^ 
eeeded bj* Anselm^ who was born e£ 
noble parents it Aoft or Aouft, a city 
of Piedisionty at the foot of the AIpsv 
His fattxejf's. name was GonduJ^hus, 
and his ifâother's Ermenberga. He 
was a nn^puof the pureft morals^ had 
a good genitis, aiid a furprifing. talent 
of fpeaking. The peputati^fi of Lan-* 
franc, who was tl^ii pripr of Bee, 
and gave leâures in phitefophy there, 
led him to hear hirau He fpent three 
years there, at the end of which he 
toolc the monaûic habit at the age of 
twenty-feven, Hte made fuch a progrefs 
towards religious perfeftion, that three 
years after he wa? advanced to the 
rank of prior in the room of i#anfranc, 

who 



Who ^ms thàkiir A* fifft éBbàt -of Bt. 
Stéphèil filt Gàen. DUrîttg tht Mëtà 
years that Anfelm fpeût în tkis ôffiéë^ 
hô cotnpùikd mâriy works. On thé 
âeith of Hêtltiki^ he tva^ chdfen âbbat 
in his room; but it was not without 
thtx^ reluâance that he fubmitted td 
his advanoement. Gilbert^ bifhop of 
ËTiGui, give hiin his benediâion in 
thô chnrdi of Bee He governed thift 
houfe fifteen years^ during which he 
Wrote many pieces. At hà^ ^^ticitation 
William de Bonfle^ once archbiihdp of 
Rouen, granted the exemption already 
mentioned^ . 

Anfelm bêifag obliged to go to 
England, to manage the affairs of his 
ftionaftery, he difcovered fuch know-» 
kdge md prudence, as occafioned his 
being chofeii by the bifhops of that 
kingdom^ where real merit is fo juftly 
C z valued. 
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at the fervice of the cathedral on the 
day of its dedication, îae fhould be 
obliged to affift there ; to prefide -in 
the choir if the archbifhop celebrates 
mafs, or to celebrate it in his room if 
he be abfent. This privilege was 
afterwards confirmed by many arch- 
bifhops of Rouen ; among the reft, 
by Huguez in 1 141, Rotrou in 1 182, 
Odo in 1245, ^^^^ Francis gave his 
confent in 1 634* 

V The popes confirmed this exemp- 
tion, as well as the other privileges 
and donations granted to Bee by the 
lèverai kings, princes, and other per- 
fdns of confequence. This appears by 
the bulls of Calixtus II, 11 23 ; Lu- 
cius II, 1 1 82 ; Celeftine III, 1 1 96 ; 
Innoccntlll, 1 210 ; Honorius III, 1223 ; 
Urban IV, 1262; Clement IV, 1267; 

Gregory 
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Gregory X, 1271 ; Nicolas III, 1278 ; 
Martin IV, 1281 ; HonoriusIV, 1285; 
Boniface Vin, 1296, &c. 

The archbifhop of Rouen, the 
biihops of Evreux, Lifieux, Bayeux, 
and Chartres, ordered alfo, that all 
the churches and lands belonging to 
Bee, in their refpe<3ive diocefes, fliould 
be exempt from all ecclefiaftical right : 
and, that the monks might not here- 
after be difturbed m the enjoyment of 
thefe privileges, they were confirmed 
by the kings of Fxance; Philip II, 
1 191, 1200, 1204; Louis IX, 
1239, 1262 ; Philip III, 1276 ; 
Philip IV, 1328; Charles Vn, 1420; 
Louis XI, 1471 ; Francis I, 1517; 
Henry IV, 1596; by the kings of 
England, Henry I, 11 25 : Henry H 

John, 1 204 ; Henry III, 1 229 ; 

and 
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and by William, Stephen, 'Richzrd^ 
and Edward. 

In 1389 the pope granted to thé 
abbots the ring and other pontifical 
ornaments, with the right of giving 
the Iblemn benediction,' not only in 
the church of Bee, but alfo in others 
not fully fubjedt to it, with power to 
confer the tonfure, 

Befides thefe fpiritual privileges 
granted by popes and bifhops, and 
confirmed by royal authority. Bee re* 
ceived further marks of favour from 
the kings of France and England, the 
dukes of Normandy, and many other 
lords, who either gave lands to this 
houfe, or confirmed fuch donations. 
Befides many noble poffeffions, of which 
the principal are the baronies of Bee, 
Bonneville, Marbœuf, Pleffis, Bee has. 
' alfo 
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alio fubjed to It 1 60 parifhes, with right 
of patronage, tithes, and lordfhips, ia 
moft of |hem. The principal are thofe 
of St. John and St. Gfervafe at Paris, 
St. Severe at Rouen, St. Andrew at 
Bee, St. Peter at Montfort, St. Nicolas 
at Meulan, Stw Peter at Pontolfe, 
Notre Dame at Orbec, St. James In 
the ifland of St. Nicaifç, &c. It has 
alfo dependant on it eighteen very con- 
fiderable parifhes, and fixteen chapels, 
the principal of which is in the cathe- 
dral at Paris. 

Two free fairs are held in the town 
of Bee yearly, one on St. Andrew's 4ay; 
Nov. 30, the other on Good Friday ; 
and a market every Friday in the year. 
In the barony of Bee is a bailliage with 
haute and baffe juftice# 

la 
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In 1337, Philip IV. king of France, 
gave to Bee, and to all perfbns depen- 
dant on it, the privilege of holding 
immediately and direftly of the crown, 
and of tranfpiorting, felling, and buy- 
ing goods 41 over his kingdom, duty- 
free. 

Such are the privileges which Bee 
enjoyed almoft from its foundation, 
but many of them are now loft. 

Helluin had the fatîsfaâion to fee 
the number of his difciples amount to 
near 100, and the joy.tp f^fc^a-furpri- 
zing number of them called forth to 
the dignity of bifhops, abbots, or 
to fill monafteries which the piety of 
the faithful raifed both in France and 
England, and made fubjeâ: to that of 
Bee. From thefe has been formed an 
order, of which Bee is the capital, 

and 
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"and whence all the priories, even in 
foreign parts, dependanr thereon, were 
obliged to come, to affift at the general 
chapter, and give an account of their 
houfes, both with regard to fpiritual 
and temporal matters; and their priors 
were changed at the will of the chap- 
ter or the abbots. 

At length Helluin, full of days and 
good works, refigned his foul to God, 
Auguft 21, 1078, aged 84 years, 
having fpent 44 of them in the mo- 
îiaftery, of which himfelf had laid the 
foundation. He was buried in the 
chapter-houfe, which fome think was 
of his building in its prefent ftate. But 
this does not agree with the following 
paffage in a chronicle, at the end of 
Abp. Lanfranc's works, Anno Domini 
1 146, inceptum eji capitulum monajierh 

Beccenjts 
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Beccenfis ecclefia pridie calendar. Au^ ' 
gu/îi prajente pia memoria domino Lé'- 
tardo ipjîus loci abbate. 

His body was interred in the middle 
of the chapter-houfej under a tomb of 
black marble, to which the religious 
of the congregation of St Maur, in 
1 7 1 4, fubftituted another of beautiful 
white marble, fupported by fix little 
pillars of jafper, about a foot and a 
half high ; and the following epitaph 
tvas engraven on this tombs 



HÎC 
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HTic jacct '* •••' ; 
Primus hujufce monaftcrii ConditorSf fihhat 
Vcnerabilis Herluinus, , 
Primariae inter Normannos nobilitatis, 
Patre Anfgoto, ma^re Heloide, in pa^oJBrionenfi natiw, 

Inter armorum ftrepitus fumma cum laudc 
Idter aulae illecebras fumma ctun integritate verfatus, 
Abjedo militiae faecularis paludamento, 
Chrifto deinceps militatufus, 
Ab Hèrbeito Lexovienû epifcopo habitu monafiico 
induitur; 
Et ut Chriftum haberet hereditatem 
Bonorum fuoruba Chriftum inftituit heredem. 
Quos agros quondam poflederat dives, 
Hoe coluit pauper, coluit & jcjunus, 
Ut cibus fieret pauperum, . 
Et laborantis fudor & fames jejunantis. 
Labdres diurnos nodhirnis levabat precibus, 
Ut cum virtutum ftudiis ftudia littcrainim conjungeret 

Litteraô quadragenarius difcere non erubuit ; 

Et Beccenfi monafterio litterarium aperuit gimnafium, 

In quo paternae piefates alumnos & hxredes, • 

Ecclefiarum praefules candidates 

Lanfrancum, Anfelmum, 

Plurimofque alios fui fimiles difcipulos, 

Ad omne virtutis officium fuis informàbat exemplis, 

Abbas virtuti iimillimus, 

Qui plenus operibus bonis 

Mortem obiit vii Cal. Sept. An. D. mlxxiii. 

aetat. Lxxxiii. ? 



Patri de fe optime merito 

Sternum hoc pietatis n^onumentum P. P. 

Monachi Beccenfes congregationis S. Mauri 

Anno D. mdccxiv. 

N> B. See tliis epitaph in Dr. DucareFs Norman Antiq. p. 90. 
C The 
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Beccenfis ecclefia pridie calendar. Au^ * 
gu/îi prajentc pla memoria domino Lé'- 
tarda ipjîus loci abbate. 

His body was interred in the middle 
of the chapter-houfej under a tomb of 
black marble, to which the religious 
of the congregation of St Maur, in 
1 7 14, fubftituted another of beautiful 
white marble, fupported by fix little 
pillars of jafperj about a foot and a 
half high ; and the following epitaph 
tvas engraven on this tombs 
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HTic jacct '^ '"•'' :'■ 
Primus hujufce monaflerii Conditor^ yVbbas 
Vcnerabiiis Herluinus, , 
Primariis inter Normandos nobilitatis,- 
Patre Anfgoto, ma^re Heloide,in pa^oJOrionenfi natu$, 

Inter armonfm ftrepitus fumma cum laudc 
Idtcr aulae illecebras fumnja ctim integritate verfatu», 
Abjedo rnilitiae faecularis paludamento, 
Chrifto deinceps militatufus, 
J^b Herbeito Lexovienii epifcopo habitu monafiico 
induitur; 
Et ut Chriftum haberet hei'editatem 
Bonorum fuorium Chriftum inftituit heredem. 
Quos agros quondam poflederat dives, 
Hoe coluit pauper, coiuit & jejunus, 
Ut cibus fieret pauperum, . 
Et laborantis fudor & fames jejunantis. 
Labores diurnes noéhirnis levabat precibus, 
Ut cum virtutum ftudiis ftudia littcrarum conjungeret 

Litteras quadragenarius difcere non erubuit ; 

Et Beccenû monafterio litterarium aperuit gimnafium, 

In quo paternae piefates alumnos & hxredes, 

Ecclefiarum prsefules candidates 

Lanfrancum, Anfelmum, 

Plurimofque alios fui fimiles difcipulos, 

Ad omne virtutis officium fuis informàbat exemplis, 

Abbas virtuti iimillimus, 

Qui plenus operibus bonis 

Mortem obiit vii Cal. Sept. An. D. mlxxiii. 

aetat. Lxxxiii. ? 



Patri de fe optime merito 

Sternum hoc pietatis n^onumentum P. P. 

Monachi Beccenfes congregationis S. Mauri 

Anno D. mdccxiv. 

N. B. See tliis epitaph in Dr. DucaieFs Norman Antiq. p. 90. 
C The 
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imd tïè^tn inontlis, and died in nBp 
Hîs body refts in the chapter-houfe, ât 
the feet of the tomb of Helltiit^, and 
this infcription h on his tomb: 

OJbernus AHasWU. 

In his room tvaè elected Ë^ôôêr, the 
tJiird of that nanie; The prruderic^ 
and wifdom which he difcovered, while' . 
ftk&c. hére^ octaikmed him to be* 
chMigbt worthy to be chofen abbat* 
lie enjoyed this dignity but (evert 
years and ten months^ and died 
1194. 

WaltSk ftioceeded him, a Very 
learned map, and poffeft of all the qua- 
lifications for his office. At his requeft 
Philip II. lord of Normandy, con- 
firmed, in 1 1 96) the rights and privi- 
kges of St. Nicaife de Meulan, a con^ 

fîderablè^ 
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Hiev^bih fffk>ry> depemlànt oa BôCw 
The foUowing^ year great port of the 
church fell down. Walter refigneJ 
three years after his eleâion* 

H& fucccflbr was Huoh, v^hù, en- 
joyed bis new dignity but one year. He 
died at the pïîory of Notre Dame éil 
Pré, May i6^ ii^8. His body was 
bfbiaght back taBfec, and laid in tfaci 
chaplfèf-^houfej at the feet of the tomb 
of the venerable Hellmn, with this 
iDfcription : 

Hugo Jhbas XL 

William filled the' abbatial chair 
after hira^ In the fécond year of his 
government, Matthew earl of ]Mbulan 
founded the pfiory of Notre Dame ea 
Laye, and applied for fbme mcJaka of 
Bee tp ferve it. William graated his 
requeft, and died laii, thirteen years 

aftec 
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ZÛér his eleâîon. His body refts iri 
in'thexhapter-hoyfe with this epitaph: 

^ Alter Wilier mus jacet Abbas hie duodenus. 

. After the death of William, all the 
votes united . in fevour of Richarh 
DE St* Léger, who received the be- 
nediàion at Rouen on St. Remi's day, 
the fame year, izii. In 1214, he 
laid (he foundation of a new church, 
and laid the firft ftone in the prefence 
of the whole fociety, eredted a nave 
forty paces longer than the old one, 
and two towers at the weft front. But 
we find no account of its dedication* 
He èreôed feveral other buildings. 
In 1220, he gave a vineyard to the 
canons of Beaulieu for ever, which 
gave rife to a feries of fuits between 
the canons and the monks. After 
governing twelve years with the mdft 
confummate wifdomand prudence, he 

was 
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was chofen bifhop of Evreux, July 1 7, 
1 223 ; and confecrated in the church of 
Rouen the 17th of Auguft following. 

Henry de St. Léger fucceeded 
him. He was a perfon of high birth, 
and on other accounts very acceptable* 
He was prior before his eledion to the 
abbacy, and received the benediftion 
from Theobald archbifhop of Rouen. 
He built a new dormitory, and 
brought the water into different 
places, to keep the abbey dean. 
After having fitten twenty-four years, 
he died ; and all the priors, both French 
and Englifh, who had come to Bee, to 
affift at a general chapter held there 
according to cuftom on the eve of St, 
John Baptift, affifted at his funeral. 

RoijERT DE Clairbec, a perfon of 
fipprpved integrity, fuccpeded him. 
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To hxs conciliating difpofition we ow€ 
the accoiximodation between the monks 
of Bee and the canons of Beaulxeu, who 
for fome years paft had been at law 
together. 

In 1256, Louis IX. fetting out <m 
his expedition againft the Saracens^ 
came to Bee, and recommended him-* 
iclf to the prayers of the monks^ At 
his return from this expedition he 
came agam to &c, dined in the re-* 
feâory^ and confirmed the rights zûi 
privileges of this houfe^ 

In 1 264, a fire deftroyed the greatcft 
part of the church, after having re* 
duced to aihes all the little town of 
Bee. A very confiderable part of the 
monaftic buildings likewife fell a prey 
to the flames ; and, to complete the 
misfortune, the great ftone tower fell 

down 
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ëowri oil what had been refcued from 
the violence of the fiire, and completed 
the deftruâiori of (he church. Robert 
began to repair fbme buildings ; aiid 
Ôied ii66t after having governed his 
monaftery ip years; He wad biiried 
in the thapter-houfe at the feet of 
Helluinj with this epitaph : 

Secci cànobîum quindenium plahge Èobertum 
Abbatem^ cinxit te mùrii, teque refecit 
Conjumftumfiammis^ rtbus ditavit fis? (igi;îs. 

John, from the dignity of prior of 
Bee, pafled quickly to that of abbat of 
this houfe. We find in a MS. that he 
teceived the benedidion at Ville Dieu, 
â large town in Lower Normandy, in 
the bifhopric of Avranches ; and, ac- 
cording to the Chronicle, p. 12, he 
D 2 received 
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received it at Rouen, on St. John the 
Evangelift*s day, from Odo his arch- 
biïhop. He died feven years after his 
eledion ; and was buried in the chapter- 
houfe, at the head of Hellujuti, with this 
mfcription : 

Johannes Abbas XVL 

The fame year 1273, Peter de la 
Cambe fPetrus de Caniba) was chofen 
in his room, and received the benedic- 
tion from the fame archbifhop Odo. 
From the firft year of his eledlion he 
laboured on the rebuilding of the 
church,, and laid the firft ftone. He 
raifed between the two angles four 
large pillars, which ftill remain to bear 
a tower^ but which hitherto have fup- 
ported only a wooden fpire flated and 
leaded. He died i z8 ï , and was buried 

ia 
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în the chapter-houfe, but the precîfe 
ipot is unknown. We fhall mention 
here fome verfes made on the deftruc- 
tion of the church, which we have 
found written on two loofe leaves of 
good parchment, which made part of 
a MS. now no longer fubfifting. 

L'an de grace mille deux cens 
Soixante & trei:je virent yeux 
Là maitre tour de Bec defcendre 
Le lendemain du jour de la cendre ; 
Entour Prime fut la ruine ; 
Loeuvre deflbus n'etoit pas fine; 
Pour cela la tour fe defcendit. 
Tout le choeur cafla & fendit. 
De la nef une grande partie 
Caffa la tour de V abbaye; 
Mais Dieu mercy ce Roi cherî . 
Oncques homme n'y eut péri. 
Ce fut en^tems de l' abbe Pierre, 
Pour ce qu'en pierre abonda, 
Sur ferme pierre la fonda, 

D 3 Peter 
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Peter de la Cambe had for fucceipSbji: 
Ymer a learned man, well yerfed ini 
the management of affairs, and a zear 
ions defender of the rights of the 
order. He was prior when he was in- 
Tefted with the abbatial dignitj. His 
cleôion was confirmed at Pontcnfe the 
Tuefday after St. Andrew's day by the 
archbifhop of Rouen, who gave him the 
benediftion at Frefne (apuJ Fraxinos), 
the Sunday following, Nov. :;s6, I2$i. 
He continued the church, and carried 
it up to the entablature. He was 
exadt in holding annually a general 
chapter, in which he made many re- 
gulations for the obifervance of difci-^ 
pline and fijbofdination. 

The following year 1 2^2, çhç work- 
men, employed to re-build the church, 
found the corpfe of the Emprefs Ma- 
tilda 
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dlda buried in an ox's hide« She ha:d 
been interred before the altar of our 
JLady 1 167. 

After twenty-two years government 
full of wifdom, Ymer went to receive 
at the hand of God the reward of his 
virtues, Nov. 1 5, 1304. His body was 
buried in the chapter-houfe, at the head 
' of Helluin^ with this plain infcription: 

Jlimerius Abbas X VIII. 

On Monday Dec. 6, the fame year, 
Gilbert, or Guilsej^t, was elefl:ed 
^bbat by way of comjpromife ; and after 
having been confirmed and having re- 
ceived the bje^e^iâion, he applied him- 
felf withtheutmoftdiligence tore-build 
his churchy which he bad the fatisfac- 
^ion to finilh 1327. He afterwards 
(ignali^:ed his zeal fpr.thç common 
P 4 caufe 
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caufe in an expedition then forming 
againft the infidels^ and for this pur- 
pofe gave of his own accord to the 
Pope a fubfidy of 15000 florins* for 
the church of Bee, and a fécond of 
3600, for the other churches fubjeâ 
to him. He died in the 23d year of 
his government, 1327. His body 
refts before the altar of our Lady's 
chapel behind the choir under a tomb, 
on which are to be read thefe lines : 

vos qui tranjitis honores mortis rogojltis ; 
^uodfum vos eritisi pro me rogitare velitis. ~ 

Godfrey Fare or Fae, firft of 
the name, and prior of Notre Dame du 
Pre^ was elefted in his room, Sept. 29, 
the fame year 1327. Seven years after 
his election, he was advanced to the 
epifcopal fee of Evreux, which he 
z filled 
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filled till the day of his death, April 1 5, 
1340. He wore the monaftic habit 
till his death. The chronicle adds, 
intuentihus clarefcit (Gaufridus) De iem^^ 
fore quo de abbatia ad epifcopaiumBibrot^ 
cenfem tranJUtus eji faStum eft hoc pro^ 
verbium. 

iPrend la tefte d'un maquerel, 

^ D'un chien, d'un congre & d'un carpel 

De fix vivres & de quatre itres 

Se trouvera fans autres tiltres 

Quand Gieufroy Fare fe demift 

D'abbe du Bec & Evreux prift 

Le premier joux de avril fans doute; 

Dieu garde Thoftel et Tordre toute, 

^ibus omnibus^ continues the Chro- 
nicler, cum dentur litera, feu numeri 
Mcccvvvvvviiii. intelligendus eji an* 

Godfrey, 
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Godfrey^ after his advancement to 
the bifliopric, refigned his abbey of 
JEtec ; and all votes united in fsivor of 
John ds Granger» who governed 
the boi)fe with much wifdom fifteen 
years and eight nxonths. 

In 1340, the corpfe of Godfrey, his 
predeceflbr, was brought to Bee, and 
buried qn the left hand of the high 
aitar<p 

Two years after (1342) Sept, 15, 
John bifliop of Ayranches dedicated 
'the church, and the fame day confe-? 
crated the high altar and a leffer, botl^ 
to the Virgin Mary. The.blfhop of Li^ 
lieux çonfecrated the altars of St. Benet, 
and of the apoftles Peter and Paul ; the 
bilhop of PavLi thpfe pf St. John 
Baptift, St. Maur, St. Martin, Sti Ste- 
phen the protomartyr, St. Nicholas, 

St. Johi^ 
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$tf John the Evaiigélift, St. Agnan, 
3t* Magdaleoi and St. Honorina. This 
ceremony was perfomied in the pre* 
ience of fifteen abbats^ and a great 
number of perfons of diïlinâion. The 
memorial of this is renewed every year 
with the oâave. 

John de Granger, having held the 
abbatial chair near fixteen years, died 
Feb. 19,1350. His body was interred 
in the Lady chapel behind the altar, 
over agfunft the tomb of abbat Gilbert 
already mentioned, with this epitaph: 

Concilia nafo Genitrix hunc alma beatoi 
Tonatùr celis bic qui fuit orbe fideïis. 

To John de Gfranger fucceeded Ro- 
bert DE Rouis, a perfon of profound 
learning. In 1356, theEnglifli ravag- 
ingNormandy, Louis deHarcourt, who 

was 
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was governor of it, fent him orders 
to demolifli the church of Bee, left 
it (hould ferve for a pUce of defence 
to the enemy. But, by the advice of 
certain perfons.verfed in military mat- 
ters, Robert furrounded it with an 
entrenchment, and a wall capable of 
hindering the Englifli from making 
thômfelves matters of it. That part, 
however, which joined to the chapter- 
houfe, with three fides of the cloifter, 
were rafed, and the revenues of. the 
monaftery applied to pay the troops, 
Robert did not live to fee the end of 
this war. He died in the eleventh year 
of his government, and was buried in 
the Lady chapel behind the choir. 

The critical circumftances of the 
nation involved in war, which defo- 
iated France, Normandy, and Aquitain, 

made 
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made it requifite to choofe for abbat a 
perfon, who, befides religion, poflèflèd 
a confiderahle (hare of prudence. Thefe 
charaâers were united in William 
DE Be^tseville, furnamed Popelive, 
who found means to preferye the mo- 
naftery from the horrors of^ war which 
furrounded it. During his adminiftra- 
tion, which continued twenty- feveu 
years,he gave the monaftic habit to many 
perfbns of diftinftion, of whom feveral 
were eledled abbats in his life-time. 
He died May 2, 1388, and was buried, 
in the facrifty, which then ferved as a 
chapter-houfe, becaufe of the diforders 
occafioned by the war. The chronicle 
relates, that they had been obliged to 
remove thither the mill, the oven, 
and the granary* To that book alone 

we 
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we owe the epitaph of this abbat here 
fubjoiiled, the misfortune of the tkaeê 
not permitting them to creSt him tf 
tomb, and engrave it on it: 

Hie jacet in tumba * G« natus Benféquèvilla, 

Becci qui decern & cum ièptcm conâitit aanié 

Abbas ; quo plures veftiret ocius hixic très 

Fiunt Abbates ; ac horum Pàfifienfis 

Unus Gauffridus» è cum f Joan de HorsGemetic^nfif 

Efie fmit, tandem Becci fit pallor ibidem, 

£le6tu8 bis» jam fieri jubet, hancque figuram 

Guillermi zelo yiéti^ telo vocir, anno 

Bis feptingeato, t fed bis fex hiac reitio^eto^ 

Luce Mali bina, cui caelos Chriile propina. 

After his death Geofrey Harenc^ 
a native of Paris^ fucceeded. He waS 
a perfon of lively genius, diftinguiflied 
for his manners and Ikill in the canon 
law. Soon after his election, one 
Eftode d*Etoudeville, monk of Fef- 
camp, and abbat of Cerify, turned him 
out of his place, and took pofleffion of 

* Guiielmus. f Joannes, J 1388. 

it. 
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it* He continued here two years and 
eight months^ in which time, without 
regarding the diftrdl condition to 
which the war had reduced the mo-» 
nafterjr, he lavifhed great fums of 
money to entertain his relations, who 
frequently came to vifit him. In 1390^ 
in conjunction with his brother the 
bifhop of Lifieux, he ereâed, and 
founded at Paris, the college of Liiieux- 
Being at length called |:o the govern* 
ment of the abbey of Fefcamp, h« 
carried from Bee a prodigious quantity 
of furniture of all kinds, and left the 
monaftery loaded with debts; nor did 
he make any fcruple to transfer to 
Fefcamp the right which Bee naturally 
had over' the colley of Lifieux at 
Paris* 

Then 
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Then Godfrey, who had been forced! 
away, and had retired to Jumieges, re- 
turned to Bee, to the great fatisfaâîon 
of his monks, and fet himfelf to re- 
pair the damage which the war and 
the extravagance of Eftode had done 
to the houle. He pulled down the 
wall which had been built round the 
church, to defend it from the Englifh. 
He alfo levelled that which fhut up 
the Lady chapel, and fome other for- 
tifications which had been made in 
the church, which he fitted up with 
beautiful windows. He fet up ftone 
pillars in the cloifter, which they had 
been obliged to dig up and convert into 
entrenchments, repaired the dormitory 
which had feiyed as barracks to foldiers, 
and added forty cells to it; and, the 
pipre efFedually to feçure the monaf- 

tery 
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^.teiy from enemies, he furrouncjed it 
tvith à very ftrong wall, flanked with 

. fifteen towers, ftill ftronger • in pro- 
portion to the worki He likewifé 
laid the foundation of a citadel^ which 
was finifhed by his fucceflbr, who 
applied 20,000 1. to this purpofe* All 
that now remains of this fortrefs are 
the ruins of a tower, ftill vifible about 
eight or ten feet above the ground, 
and the foundations of fome others, 
with fubterraneous vaults of commu- 
nication. Thefé great and expenfive 
undertakings did not prevent Godfrey 
from paying off great part of the debt 
contracted under the adminiftration of 
Eftole^ or repairing the farms, the 
abbey buildings, the mills, &c. which 
were falling to ruin, and recovering 
poflèflîon of the lands of Quevilley 
E and 
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and others, which had been alk- 
nated. 

He bbtaîned freely of the Holy See 
for hittifelf and fucceflbr, the privilege 
of wearing the pontifical habit^ which 
Eftole had obtained only for hîtofel£ 

As he was returning' from a jolirney 
to the Holy Land, which he had un* 
dertafcen with feveral French and 
iNormân lords, he fell into â pit, 
which unfortunately lay in his way, 
HI the defarts which he was obliged 
to crofs, and remained there three 
whole days, befcwre it was known 
what was become of him, at the enà 
of which time he was taken out; but 
he received fo much hurt, that they 
were obliged to carry him in a litter 
to Padua, a city in Italy, where he 
died July 15, 139a* His corps refts 
2 ^ ift 
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In the great church theft, under a 
tomb creeled by his fiicceflbi* 

WiLtlAM DES AÙVILIERES, fux- 

tiamed De la Vallée^ a man of irreproach- 
able morals, and very zealous for 
the welfare of his monaftery. In this 
he followed the example of his prede- 
ceflbr, under whofe eye he had formed 
himfelf in the office of prior, which 
he filled with great improvement. 
He bôtîght a great houfe in St^ Jameses 
ftreet, at Paris, with a view to favour 
the ftudents, and thither he feut fuch 
young monks as difcovered a tafte for , 
the fciences.» He recovered the noble 
fiefs of Chaumont, Fuqueret, Bifley, 
&Cé He improved the lands, repaired 
the farms, repaid 200 gold crowns 
to John Vades (de Vadis) and 400 
more to the Great Matter of Rhodes, 
E 2 which 
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which Geofrey Harenc, his predccef* 
for, had borrowed in his voyage to the 
Holy Land- He finiflied, by the 
king's order, the walls and towers 
begun by Geofrey Harenc, which 
made Bee appear like an impregnable 
fortrefs. " The walls were fifteen feet 
thick in the foundation, and ten feet 
thick at their greateft height, which, 
if we may believe the chronicles of 
Bée, exceeded thofe of Avignon. 
Thefe walls were flanked, as before 
obferved, with fifteen great towers 
placed at proper diflances. There was 
a . principal one, of which the chro- 
nicle fays. Et fuit turris majoris alfi- 
tudinis ' ^ latttudinis quam Jit aliqua 
.^ turris in M affilia. 

This work was completed in five 
years, at the expence of 5000 livres 

tournois 
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tomnois per annum. Itistobeobferved, 
fays a worm-eaten MS. which has nei- 
ther beginning nor end, that to fup- 
ply the expence of building this for* 
trefs, they took off two livres tournois 
from the yearly allowance of each 
monk, fb that the prieft^ who re- 
ceived ten tournois, received but eight, 
and the lay-brethren were reduced 
from eight to fix, which continued 
during the remaLoiing time of Wil- 
liam's adminiftration. 

But it is a certain faâ, that the vaf- 
fais of Bee abbey were obliged to pay 
a half floren of gold for every acre of 
land which they held of the monaftety, 
and that the duke of Normandy au- 
thorized the abbat to raife, as a fub«- 
fidy and poll-tax, twelve deniers a 
month on all the tenants of the ab- 
bey. 

E 3 Willian;! 
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William being at law with John 
de la Lande de du Theil^ the latter^^ 
« the head of twelve armed men, in-» 
vefted the abbey, and afterwards the 
priories in their order, and maimed 
and killed all who fell into his hands, 
and even threatened the abbat to kill 
him, or burn his monaftery,* if he 
ventured out. 

At laft John de la Lahde being 
brought to a trial, and convifted of 
having moft barbaroufly difmembered 
feveral monks of Bee, m\irthered ano-? 
ther at St. Philbert's priory, and cut 
off* the foot of a third, &c, was con^^ 
demned to perpetual banifhment by 
feritence pafled^at Paris. John took 
this fo much to heart, that he died 
of grief foon after. 

In 1 41 5, Henry the Fifth, king, 
of England, croflfed the fea to Nor- 
mandy, 
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mandy, and laid fiege to Harfleur, 
which he carried. He inarched thence 
to Calais at the head of a formidable 
army, and ftopt at Terouene, where he 
gained the famous battle of Agincourt, 
the lofs of which plynged the French 
again into new misfortunes. Nor- 
mandy in particular felt all the hor- 
rors of war^ In this extremity it was 
found neceffary to put a garrifbn into 
the fortrefs of Bee, to defeat the de- 
signs of the enemy, who ravaged every 
part through which they paffed, and 
this garrifon was maintained by the 
înonaftery^ 

Henry V. returned home after the 
J)loody battle of Agincourt, and after 
«a ihort ftay in Engbnd^ came back to 
Normandy, and landed at Tctaque^ 
In lefs than fix years he made himfdf 
Jiiafbr of aU lx)wer Np«»^pdy, ex- 
E 4 ^ cept 
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cept Mount St. Michel. The earldom 
of Maine could not withftand his vic- 
torious arms, and all the country round 
fubmitted to his laws. Fear had feized 
all minds, and all the neighbourhood 
of Bee took refuge, with all their efFeéls, 
within the fortrefs of the monaftery, 
where . the neceflary provifions for 
fuch numbers were made with all 
poffible difpatch. Rules were enaded 
concerning rhe diftribution of corn 
in the refeftory, while the oven was 
kept in the chapter-houfe. All thé 
buildings of the monaftery, which 
ftood without the enclofure of the 
fortrefs, were pulled down, viz. the 
court of the Malmaifon, the houfes of 
the almoner and the guefts, Helluin's 
chapter-houfe, with many other adjoin- 
ing buildings. William, who had 
ihewm fuch a fuperiority of mind to 

aU 
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all the mortifying events which 
furrounded and perplext him during 
the whole oS his adminiftration, at 
lengith funk under the melancholy 
ftgte to which his monaftery was on 
the point of being reduced. He died 
Jan. 3, 1 47 1, after having governed 
his monaftery eighteen years and ûx 
months. He was buried in the middle 
of the choir before the fteps of the 
altar. John de Cambray made hiç. 
tomb as it appears at prefent, with 
this epitaph: 

Hie jacet exemplum bonitatis, régula monim, 
Juilitige temphim, fidei vas, lux monachorum. 
Guillermus, frater quondam de Valle vocatug 
' Cœnobiique pater Beecenfis; origine natus 
£x Emullaribus, diocœfis Lexovienûs. 
Abbas vigefifiius tertius fextus, quern flebilis eofil 
Funeris exhaufit, yitalia filaque rafit. 
Nam nixus ÇhrifiQ mundo migravit ab ïûo 
Anno milleno, centum quater addeque dcno* 
Septem, tunc terra jam lucente lucerna; 
Vivat Sanctorum confors fuper aftra polorum. 
AmeUf 

Robert, 
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Robert, ^ native of Bee,, ww 
raifed from the office of prior of N^ 
Dame de Pre to the dignity of abbat •. 
of Bee, and received the benediâion at 
Pontoife, with the confent of the arch- 
bifliop of Rouen. He was doftor in 
decrees, had a great foul, and much 
^eal for regular obfervance. 

The fécond year of his eleâionp 
the duke of Clarence brother to the 
jking^of ^England, and his conftable, 
having made Himfelf mafter of Har^ 
court, came and laid fiege to the for- 
trefs of Bee, which, after a vigorous 
refiftance for above a month, was 
obliged to fubmit to the conqueror, 
who plundered the citadel, burnt 
almoft the whole town, overthrew all 
the buildings out of the reg^ilar 
enclofure with the chapel of the 

venerable 
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venerable Helluin, and feized the 
efFeâs of all who had taken refuge in 
the monaftery, as in a moft fecure 
afylum. He placed m the citadel a 
garrifon of 1 40 men, to be maintained 
at the expence of the monks, whofe 
revenues were ftopt by order of the 
king. The monks being then deftitute^ 
of the necejSaries of life, fuffered all 
the horrors of a civil war. Several of 
them fled and retired to the priories 
pf Bee. 

The French coming to the relief 
of tiie place, the Englilh retired into 
the ftrongeft tower of the citadel, 
whence they could not be diflodged. 
The king having already macjé him- 
felf mafter of Rouen, Vernon, Roche- 
guion, and the whole Pais de Caux, 
thp abbat c^me to take the oath of 

fidelity 
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fidelity ,to him, and was gracioufly 
received, and fent back with the ref- 
toration of all the poflfeffions o£ his 
monaftery. After this reftitution* 
which he had obtained of the king, 
he fet out for Bee, where he arrived 
on A(h Wednefday, and was received 
with great joy by his whole commu- 
nity, and forthwith inftalled in the 
ufual manner. The garrifon retired, 
and the duke of Clarence left therein 
a few foldiers, who were a much 
lefs burden than the former. 

About this time, abbat Robert pur- 
chafed a houfe at Rouen, named the 
Hotel des Fontaines, and fince Hotel 
^u Bee, which gaye name to the ftreet 
where it ftands. This houfe was of 
great ufe during the wars, which 
harraft England, France, and efpecially 
Nonnandy. 

The 
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The Englifh, who, at the approach 
of the French, had retired into the 
great tower, called Our Lady's, broke 
through the wall, and fent to inform 
their general, who was in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bee, of the extremity to 
which they were reduced- He imme- 
diately fent off a detachment to their 
relief, which got into the fortrefs by 
the fame hole which they had before 
^made, and fpread themfelv^es on a 
fudden all over the monaftery, killing 
all who came in their way. Five 
monks were flain in the church at 
the bottom of the fteps of the high 
altar, and many wounded. They, at 
the fame time, drove out the French, 
who had 'furprized the place after 
making a dreadful flaughter, and from 
thence they went to the church, and 

plundered 
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plundered the treafury, carrying away 
all the ornaments, and pulled ofF the 
filver plates that covered the tomb 
of the emprefs Matilda. 

Before they left Bee in 1420, they 
received the king's order to raze the 
citadel, vvrhich they executed. The 
abbat, and one of his monks, fufpec- 
ted of having given up the fortrefs to 
the French, had been put in prifon at 
Rouen, and were not releafed till after 
five months confinement, and being 
fully cleared. He returned feon after 
to his monaftery, where all the monks, 
whom this ftorm had difjperfed on every 
fide, were again collected. At lengthy 
worn out with vexation, infirmity, 
and fatigue, he exchanged this life 
fgr a happier. May I4r, 1430. His 
corps was brought from Rouen^ where 

he 
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' he died, and was buried in the cfioir 
of'Bec on the left fide of William 
his predeceffor and uncle, with this 
epitaph : 

Hie jacit in loculo venerabilis atque difertus 
Abbas, vocabulo cui Valiis, flcque Robertus« 
Is decretorumque fuit doâor, via monim : 
Auxiliantc deo fratres concorditer ilium • 
Eliciunt, la eo ponentes mentis afylum. 
Unde fuit natus Becco ftans hie inhumatus 
Anno millenolceatum quater atque trigeno 
Li maii menfe quarto mortis ruit enfe« 
Quifque roget Chrifhim quod caelis coUoCct iftum, 
Ac iibi folamen fandtorum fentiat. Amen. 

In his place was elefted Thomas 
DE Frique, June 19, the ♦fame year 
1430. He was born at Bee» Pope 
Martin V. refufed at firft to approve 
his élection ; but when he underftood 
that he was a perfon endowed with 
the beft qualities, and extremely fit 

for. 
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for the government of the abbey, he 
approved and ratified it. He received 
the benediction at Rouen from his arch- 
bifhop, and made ^ long ftay in that 
city, to avoid falling into the hands of 
the enemy, who would have required 
a confiderable fine for his ranfbm. 
He refigned his foul to God, after 
having governlçd^ the monaftery of 
Bee fixteen years, and was buried 
in the choir near abbat William des 
Auvilieres. The following epitaph h 
iiifcribed on his tomb : 

ïftc locus tenuit corpus virtutc repktum, 
Q^cni tcllus genuit Becci Thomafque Fricanti, 
Vita clauftralis florens fub régula degit, 
Subtraxitque malis, fed Chrifti colla fubegit* 
Hie Prior cle6tus malonim crimina texit, 
Abbas effe6tus digne cœnobia rexit 
Becceafifque pater vicefimus extitit ipfe j 
Oétavum frater addas, poft occubuiitc 
Anno millefimo centeno ficque quaterno* 

John 



r 
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John III. of the name, fvraamed 
DE LA Motte, born at Rouen, doâpr 
of Canon -Law,, ajnd profeiÇ)i: :in the 
univerfity of> Paris, fucceeded Thomas 
^«Prique. : From his' earlieft youth 
he difcovered 'figns of what he would 
.one day be: and fo early advanced to 
evangelical perféâ:ion. 

During the fiifpenfipn of arms be- 
tween Charks king of France and 
Henry king of England, he retired at 
>^e folicitation of the city of Rouen to 
the firft of the{è princes, and fpoke to 
-hin^ with fb much energy about the 
recovering of Normandy, that he 
:rt30de a brilk attack on the Englilh, 
idefeaÇed them, and reduced this pro- 
,vinçe under his obedience. John alfo, 
by his fovereign's order, affifted at the 
* aflembly held at Bourges, where the 
F pragmatic 
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pragmà*îc ^ti&iotii -aèd thé tofôtîlods 
ëf ^ShFaiteifig k; were 'd*àîte<L 

I» the trifîs if^ ¥Rie ^2Mr îiê pr6vicfe<! 
with prudence for '^fe • wàn'fâ of the 
monufféry} ûn4 in '4h6 (ixtfc yëàr ^ 
-his 'gov^tnmeht^ >wtiî<^ -Virai *We yë* 
'bf gi'àce 14.51-^ he- died at kcWè9l 
Nov. 19. His eofpfe^ -^à carrM <6 
"Beo^- atfd *ti#ied in «hé èîioiSr *tor the 
tomb of his predeceiSbr^ité^rè. 

Hîftftieceflbr Wàâ<jÈtoF«ÈV B^ Es- 
pagne-, îîirhàméd ÊeHilii&. He W* 
prior of -No&e Dâîïie dn Pre wheh 
he was elèfôed. H'ei«tettted the béiie- 
diaion frofli the vicârs gènteraî of *be 
dîocèïè dUHrig the vaéaiicy of life 
archiepîTcopàl fee. He titj^ -the oath 
of allegiance to the feag éf FrtitiCé. 
During the -tweSty-^fôur years that 
he prtffided over the nïènàftéry éf 

Bec, 
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.Sèc> he behaved himfelf with great 

wil3om and prudencb* He was zea* 

ious for the dedication of the houfe 

-of God, pav^d it with ftoue, . eaufed 

rto be npfcade a figure of Mofes holding 

thfe book of the law, an eagle^ and 

four grand chandeliers, all in ccçper ; 

built a ftone Wall almoft all round 

the fbreft adjoining to the monaftery, 

. called the Park, which is a league 

and- a half in circuit; laid the foun* 

dation of an infifinary carried up to 

the height of 15.0 fteps; the bellfrey*, 

which John Boucard his fucceflbr 

finifhed asi it now ftands; adorned 

with figures ix}^ relief the filver cup 

given by the en^prefs Matilda weigh-^ 

ing twelve marks, &c* He received 

at Bee, in 1460, Margaret queen of 

England, who was accompanied by 

♦ Le beufroy, 

F 2 Edward 
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Edward her fpn prince of Wales. 
She fpent five days in the monaftery, 
and afterwards took the road to Mont- 
fort to go to Honfleur, wherp ihe was 
to embark for England, and return tx> 
the king her hulband, detained prifo- 
ner by Edward earl of March, who 
had afcendcd the throne of England, 
after depofing him. 

To the venerable abbatGeofrey, who 
died May 14, 1475, fucceeded the 
commendatory abbats, of whom only 
Robert I V. appears to have tomeJn 
by free eledlion. 

The firft was John Boucard 
bifhop of Avranchë*; Louis X2. 
whofe confeflbr and 'almoner he was, 
demanded the abbey for him. John 
obtained of the king the confirmation 
of the privileges and immunities of 

the 
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the monaftery, and licence to hold two 
free fairs annually at Bee* The ninth 
year of his nomination he entertained 
ferions thoughts of refigning his abbey 
in favour of John d'Aptot arch-prior 
of the houfe, who, in hope , of at- 
taining the abbatial dignity, had given 
to the facrifty, 1482, a chafuble and 
two tunics of very rich ftuflF, and 
Ibme other ornaments; but the death 
of the party intending to refign, 
which happened 1484, difappointed 
the profpeds of John d'Aptot, who 
loft the money he had fent to Rome, 
to obtain the confirmation of the 
refignation. 

The monks, who by this death 

recovered their full right, aflembled 

to choofe themfelves an abbat; and 

all the fuffrages united in favor of 

F 3 Robert 
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Robert de Rouen, a very religious 
perfon, who afterwards gave proofs 
of a lively and folid piety. He reiigned 
his charge to William Guerni, who 
was alfo of Rouen, referving to him- 
felf however a handfome penfion, with 
the right of collating to all the bene-» 
fices in the gift of the monaftery; but 
fhortly after, viz. Jan. 22, 1492, he 
happily clofed his career. Guerni, 
after the example of feveral of his 
predeceflbrs, contributed largely to 
the decoration of the church. He gave 
four great columns of Cyprian copper, 
elegantly wrought, to place on the 
fides of the high altar, which he had 
before adorned with gold plates. He 
likewife gave a filver fhrine for the 
reliques, and a gold box weighing three 
marks fet with precious ftones; fix 

filver 
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filvcr çupa, and ^ fuperh laqpp of the 
Ifame meta^l, f;0: be hung up m th^ 
l^ady-chapel. 

He refig^ed h^a abb^y tQJfpbt^ 
R^b^V^d his ^ephew:; but lUwis XH- 
Ajvho wiflied it fox John Aurele arch- 
lîifhQp of Tçîulpufe, oppqfed hi^ 
€laim^ T^hç Xmg ^yîi^g ^opn after, 
I^eoX-: ?ppfovçd the refign^tio^ of 
Cruerni, and. it had its efFeâ:. 

JoiiN Rib AyD accordingly fucceeded 
kis uncle, and,6ni(hed the porch cf 
(he- chwrch, which the latter had be- 
gun. In the iDiean ^Lnae Guenii had 
a ftrofce 0^ apaplçxy, ^hich carried 
him off. He. waa bnçied iii the. choir 
the d?y after his, death, which hap- 
pened April 5, 1514» nnder a tpj^r^b 
.9f ilone adorned with marble and 
cppper-j>lates. His fucççflbr ^Ç^ld tl\e 
F 4 abbatial 
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abbatial chair but three years after 
his death. He was obliged, to refign 
in 151 7, to make way for cardinal 
de Boife, in favour of whom Francis I, 
had diipofed of it. Theobald thus 
dilpoflèflèd of his dignity, meditating 
vengeance for this injuftice, took his 
meafures fo well, that he carried off 
in the night, unperceived, a confider-- 
able quantity of gold and filver plate 
from the treafury, facred veffels, and 
tapeftry, and tranfported the whole 
to the abbey of Valmont, of which 
he had the governnient. 

Adrian Gouffier, Cardinal de 
Boife, after two years adminiftration, 
was removed from 5ec to Fefcamp 

John Aurelius, then bîfhop of 
Orleans, afterw'ards archbifhop of Tou- 

loufe, 
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loufc, and laftly cardinal LongueviUe, 
filled the abbatial chair after him* 
He was of a mild charafter^^ and well 
verfed in ecclefiaftical niaftfers; He 
made fbme prefents to the facrifty, and 
died 1533, during the council of 
' Nice, at which he afHfted. 

John de Veneue, bifliop of Lifieux, 
tmd afterwards cardinal, a perfbn of 
great experience in affairs, being at Bee 
with Francis L whofe almoner he 
was, was received for abbat there the 
following year, 1534. The king fpent 
the feaft of St. George at Bee, and 
came there again 1539, with queen 
Eleanor his confort. John going to 
Maule, a little town 'of Picardy, be- 
tween Guife and Laon, was feized 
with a violent fever^ which brought 
him to the grave. His body was re^ 

moved 
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gjc^ait churchy ,but Jiis Ixçaft;;*;^^ 

ÎQ çpmmendajjn the façne year, 15:45^ 
Bjr the influence of a^mirail A^nebaud 
hh }?r9ther^ who was m h^gh fevour 
with Jîenry H. He. tpofc Qrdera at T^c^ 
wa^; confegrated hiHjQPr and invefte^t 
with the purple bj, thp lj?!gates of pop0 
Paul IH^ . Under Jii^ : ^M^iniflratioa,. 
HI' i552> a violent ftorm thrç.^ 49Wit 
the IpirÇy which be^t ^own ^oiofl" the^ 
whole nave- This abbat did much 
Èarn^' to the "monaftery. Hç cut dowrt 
Çféat part of the wood ix\ the pa;rW 
and fold it for £1.^2 ^^ooQy '^hieh he 
applied tp hh own ufe,. h^'P^ ^P ^^^ 
great bell^ and Ibid it piece-meal \n 

different 
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difi^rent places, and when he had fpent 
all retired te J^ouen, to the Hotel* de 
Bec beforewmentioned, where he died 
in the courfe of the year 1558, after 
1 5 years enjoyment of his abbey. 

Francis, Cardinal deTournon, fuc- 
ceeded him, and was fucceeded by 
Xxiurs DE LoRAiNE cardinal de Guifc. 

In the life-time of the latter theder 
fenders of the reformed religion over- 
run in a tumultuous manner the 
whole province of Normandy, plun- 
dered and ravaged the monaftery, and 
left every where marks of their fury 
and fanaticifm. The Roman Catho- 
lics, on their part, maflacred, in an 
unchriftian manner, all the reformed 
who fell into their hands, fo that the 
fields were covered with the bodies of 
^ great number of unhappy viâims, 
é which 
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tKhicli baxbarotis'fupcrftitidn and fa- 
©atîcHnx offered to the God of Peace* 
The year 1563 /was more particularly 
witnefs. to thefc depredations. The 
^îftorious EngUflt fpared nothing. 
"The moft lacred places did not efcape 
profanation. They plundered this 
jooble church of its ornarn^nts, laid 
-fecrilegioiis haiîds on the facred veflèlsy 
carried off the. reliques that were kept 
ics the- richeft ftirines^ purfued the 
'monk» to- the foot of the altar, aiird 
made 2 dreadful flaughter of them. 

AiiTOîTg the reliquaries carried off by 
thre enemy from this church, was a 
iSlver crofs fêt with precious ftones, 
weighing above thirty marks ; another, 
cantaining the reliques of feveral faints, 
accotrnted extremely valuable; and a 
dnrd of filver of a confiderable weight, 

with 
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Ife in '156JJ, 
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;ntloux)fSt. Maw 

s.. We fliall teK 

thishiftoiyr, .^ 

ement of the,inoft 

s that have iaappp^ed 

uftioR of the congrega- 

prefent time, wbexi lyc 
have 
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liave related all ' that doncerns Bee ifi 

its antitut ftate, aiwi have laid beforfe 

the rea'def the names of a few of thofe 

whom their birth, learnings 4Dritttini- 

.ficeiice, have diftitiguiÛied, âtid reti- 

dered dear to us» As fol: thofé wht> 

have had the happiiiefs of béihjg pro- 

feft here, their number is too great 

to find a place in fo cofaeife a fâftôry 

as this; nor would fucR a tîatalogue 

be agreeable to thé reader. We enter 

^ Info thêfe details purely to remove all 

^c^on of complaint of ôiiiiflîori, and 

'Weli knowing that thé readét î*SiI 

-always have it in his power to pùfs 

over whatever does not fuit his tafte* 

TKe^hâmës of the principal mdhfe^tit 

as follow : 

WrHiiam Gîrèitîs, éëfeerided frôin 
• dhe of the feeft fllttftrloûs faniilîès b{ 

Normandy, 



Tk"^ À'fe% Êîr'c^F BE a ^t 

NôMahdy-, hzk ferVed hié ' téùiittf ' 
«vdth %oikmr^'*anîf 'givén prôofe of 
^féat tioiirage before he devoted him^ 
felf to God in the monaftic habÎL 
' ' • Hîi^ cburit 'de Meulàn^ ahd rhany 
nlôbk khightsy 'fbiteWed hïs examj>le, 
i^H'd'efeKftéa themifelves mitler the idif^ 
^S4è ^ St. Hàlûiri: - 

- 'Ô&^ièij a |)0\^îul lord, ; foil x£ 
•Wttfiàtft inalvm, ^ettibraxired thé liicH 
^Èfiflfc^ftktfe uûdfer Ahfdnl ih aii ^â- 
Hré^cëé age, ianS pflfed the -rfeft ef his 

-day à-ià the • praSice 6f every- ChrifEan 
"Vi'itue. 

Richard, fon of Richard coutrt du 

Pîh, Was taken ffom^ec b^ Hennr 

îting tof England, tbgOfertitlieindnâf- 

ïtejjrxîf^Êly in his Mrtgdôtfu 

Viger, coufin to Richard^ 'qvattèâ 

the fp^s of the world^ to put on thole 

of 



1 



8o THE HISTORY OF 

of the fervants of God, and, lived near 
forty years in the folitude of Bec^ 
under the abbats William I, and 
Bolbn. 

Nigel d*Aubigné was eq^ually : il- 
luftrious for his nobility and prcibity#- 

Robert de Beaufky, touched with 
the virtuous examples which heia\»r 
in the monaftery of Çec, applied;, for 
the monaftic habit;, and his advance 
age was jiot madç an objeâion to his 
being appointed firft prior of the 
monaftery of^]^eulan. William and 
Richard his fons followed his exam- 
ple. 

Hugh de Gournay, a noble and 
gallant knight, fet an example to 
his brethren m the exercife of every 
-virtue. ^ 

. - ' / Baudric, 



*r H E A B B È Y Ô F B È C. h 

Baudric, a man of high birth, was 
appointed prior of Bee, by Anfelm, 
who addfeft many letters to him, as 
may be feen in his works. 

Hugh, fon of Baudric, recommen- 
dable for the purity of his manners, 
was nephew to the venerable Helluin, 
foundef of the monaftery. 

William Crifpin, of an lUuftrious 
family, gave all his eftates to the 
monaftery, and died as holily as he 
had lived. 

William Mallet, a knight of great^ 
emineiice, fpènt the whole of his 
fhort life in purifying his heart, and 
rendering it à proper habitation for 
Jefus Chrift. 

Ofbem, a pious and leatned monk, 

as may be feen by' his writings, and 

Hugh count de Montfort his friend, 

G renounced 
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renounced the world together, to 
wear the liveiy of Chrift,. 

Helluin, Maurice, and Gondulph, 
whom Anfehn carried with him to 
Canterbury, were men of difHnguifhed 
merits 

Bazilis, widow of Hugues, Âmfrida 
her niece, and Eve widow of William 
Crifpin, came to place themfelves^ 
under the direftion of the abbats oi 
Bee, and received the veil from 
William archbifhop of Rouen.^ Thej 
lived in a houfe near the inclofure of 
the monaftery, and praftifed as much 
as they could the monks manner of 
life, devoting themselves to falling 
and prayer, and employing their hands 
in various works. After having been 
the good favour of Chrift on earth, 
they went to heaven the fame year,. 
to receive the crown of righteoufnefs» 
S I paf& 
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î pafs over în, filence Guido, 
Maurice, Foceraud, Gautier, John^ 
and Godfrey, Whofe pAifes Anfelm 
celebrates in his epiftles ; Gilbert and 
Renaud brothers of Bofon 4th abbat, 
Èrme ; Turold, who from bifhop of 
Bayeux turned monk under William 3d 
abbat; Robert de Neuf bourg, defcended 
from the counts of Meulan, lieutenant 
of Normandy; Hauris de Monbâfton, 
John deBurgenville, Robert de Rouen, 
John le Marchand, James le Febre, 
Peter Bailleul, John de Cambrenie, 
Henry de Neuville, heretofore grand 
vicar and official of Bayeux, Godfrey, 
Richard de Campion, &c. all, or moft 
of them, monks irefpeftable for their 
birth, or recommendable for their 
eminent virtues. 

G 2 Among 
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Among the monks wlio were advanced 
to the dignity of abbats, and amount 
to forty-fix or fifty, may be reckoned 
Lanfranc, a man diftinguiflied for the 
purity of his^ naanners, and his pro- 
found knowledge. He was the firft 
abbat of St. Stephen at Caen. Anfelnae 
abbat of Bee, Gondulph of Rochefter, 
Radulph of Bel, John Romain of 
St. Saviour near Teléfie, Michael, 
Henry, Ofbern, Bernard, Vincent 
de Rouen, Radulph, William, Durand, 
and le Normand, were all abbats of 
Ibre» 

William abbat of Gretin, and after- 
wards of Pontoife; Albold of St. Ed- 
mund's Bury in England ; Robert de 
Blangieof St.Evroult : William, a very 
learned man, was abbat of Cormeille, 
and had for fucceflbrs there Durand, 

Stephen, 
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Stephen,' Hardin prior of St. Yme, 
Henry, •and Benedift. 

Roger, prior of Pre, was abbat of 
St. Evroult; as were William and 
Henry of St. Michael du Tréport; 
Robert and Bernard of the abbey of 
Mount St. Michel ; Roger, Godfrey, 
and Guarin, of Leflay; Gilbert of 
Conches ; Ralph of Lyra ; John de 
Boulay, of Cerifly; Henry of Bel; 
Robert of Breteuil; Richard of St. 
Werburgh near Chefter in England; 
Richard, fon of Richard de Clare, of 
Ely; Alelm of Eaucin; Lanfranc, 
nephew to Lanfranc archbifhop of 
Canterbury, abbat of St, Wendrille; 
Hugh abbat of St- Auftin, Canterbury; 
Gilbert abbat of Colchefter ; Roger, * 
a man of real merit, and in high 
efteem with the kings of France and 
G 3 England, 
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England, fwas abbat of Jumieges j 
Godfrey Harenc fucceeded him ; Wil- 
liam abbat of St, Catherine near 
Rouen ; Jofeelin and William, abbats 
of Bernay, as was Emeric of St, 
Ouen at Rouen, 

Monks of Bee who became bifhops : 

Lanfranc, archbifliop of Canterbury, 
who had refyfed the archbiftiopric of 
Rouen. 

Anfelm fucceeded him, 

Theobald was alfo archbifhop of 
that fee, 

Roger refufed that dignity. 

Hubert was advanced to it in his 
ilead, 

Fulco was bifliop of Beauvais, 

Ernoftus or Ernulf, of Rochefter, 

Gundulph fucceeded him there. 

William 
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William de Boiineame was nomi- 
nated to the bifhopric of Rouen, and 
governed with diferetion. 

Richard de Beaufay filled the fee of 
Avranche. 

Godfrey that of Evreux, and was 
Succeeded by 

Richard de St. Léger. 

William was bifliop of Landam. 

We have already remarked^ in the 
<:ourfe of this little hiftory, that, foou; 
after the foundation of Bee, Lanfranc 
Settled there a fchool, which fubfifted 
a long time after, and produced a 
number of perfons, who by their 
learning and piety, enlightened and 
edified the church, and many of whom 
attained to the firft dignity. The prin- 
cipal of thefe were, 

G 4 Pope 
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Pope Alexander II, and his two 
^nephews. 

Anfelm, archbifliop of Canterbury, 

Guimond,archbifhop of Averfa,a per- 
fon well verfed in polite literature ; and, 
by Oderic, placed among the cardinals- 

Yvo, bifhop of Chartres, one*of the 
moft learned men of his time* 

Ernoftus and Gundulph, both 
bifliops of Rochefter, 

Turold bifhop of Bayeux. 

Fulk bifhop of Beauvais. 

Gilbert Crifpin abbat of Wefhuin- 
fter. 

William abbat of Cormeille. 

And many others, both lay-brethren 
and monks, as it is eafy to fee by 
Anfelm's epiflles : for, as we have be- 
fore feen. Bee was from its foundation 
a famous college, whither mofl people 

of 
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of condition fent their children to be 
înftniéled by Lanfranc, who^ had 
formed a library of books of philo- 
fophy and divinity. In Helluin's 
time there were 100 fcholars. But 
befides thofe who had ftudied in this 
fchool, Bee was alfo full of learned 
monks ; fuch as, 

Gilbert • Crifpin, who for genius 
and learning may be compared to the 
greateft men of his time. He wrote 
commentaries on the fcripture, works 
of divinity and morality, and the life 
of Helluin. 

Milo Crifpin, a hiftorian much 
efteemed in his time. He wrote many 
lives, particularly thofe of Lanfranc, 
William I, Bofon and Letard, abbats 
of Bec^ 

Bofon, Theobald, and Letard, alfo 
abbats of Bee, and very learned men. 

Roger, 
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Roger, the feventh abbat, was pro- 
feflbr of law in England, and com- 
pofed nine books on the ftudy of the 
law« 

Robert Dumont, author of the 
appendix addreffed to Sigebert, wrote 
near 1 40 volumes,of which we haveleft 
oijy his Appendix, and a Chronicle, 
with the hiftory of Mount St. Michel, 
a Commentary on St. Paul's epiftles, 
the Ads of Councils, and fome few 
other works. He affifted, by order of 
pope Alexander III. at the council of 
Tours, where he was chofen to a4- 
drefs duke Geofrey. Stephen, bifliop 
of Rennes, who wrote his elogium in 
verfe, fpeaks of him as well verfed in 
all the fciences. 

Philip, bifhop of Bayéux, compofed 
alfo 140 volumes, with which he 
enriched the library at Bee. 

Robert 
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Robert de Roues, Robert de Bec, 
and John de la Motte, all three abbats 
of Bee, were doâors in law, and the 
latter had profefled at Paris with 
^pplaufe. 

Francis Carré and mafter Henry de 
Neuville profeffed divinity a long 
time, and were efteemed very learned, 
as was alfo Janjies Lambert, &c. 

We fhould be wanting in gratitude, 
if, after reciting the names of thofe 
who have rendered Bee illuftrious, we 
fhould not recall to remembrance with 
pleafure thofe who by their liberality 
founded and enriched this abbey. 

Thefe are the venerable Helluin, 
who founded it, and endowed it with 
his eftate at Bonneville, &c. 

Richard foil of earl Gilbert and 
Rohais his wife, who gave many 
land?, and their eflate at Hemeccléflè. 

Gilbert 
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Gilbert de Brionne, defcended from 
the counts of Auc, who, at the foun- 
dation of the mmiaftery, aflifted the 
venerable Helluin with his advice and 
money, and gave many lands to the 
church. 

Hugh count deMeulan was one of the 
principal benefaftor s ; among whom are, 

Nigel d'Aubigné. 

Earl Roger. 

Gilbert de Clare. 

BeaudricJ 

Walleran earl of Meulan. 

Queen Matilda wife of William the 
Conqueror ; and Henry her fon, king 
of England. 

The emprefs, mother of Henry IL 
king of England. 

The illuftrious houfe of Crifpin. 

William Mallet.. 

Robert 



THEABBEYOFBEC. 93 

Robert de Montfort. 

Froger bifhop of Sees. 

Luke bifhop of Evreux, and his 
chapter. 

Hugh de Gournay. 

Matthew earl of.Beaumont.. 

Hughes d'Euremode. 

Robert.de Neufbourg, dépendant on 
the earl of Meulan and his illuftrious 
family, which diftinguifhed itfelf by 
its liberalities. , 

Thomas Bardon and Robert earl of 
Meulan, who willed that all the lands 
of the monaftery in their dominions 
fhould be free from all cuftom and 
exaction, and from the tolls in the 
jurifdiftdn of Ponteaud^emer. 

His fons Waleran, Robert, and 
Hugh, confirmed this privilege, and 
added that the wines and other neCef- 

' faries 
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faries of life fhall pay no toll on the 
river. 

Simon d'Aneth, Matthew de Mon- 
morency, Guido Malvefin, William 
de Vernon, Almeric vifcount Mefev, 
granted the fame privilege throughout 
their dominions. 

We muft not omit here the kings 
of France and England, and the 
dukes of Normandy, particularly Phi- 
lip IL St. Louis ; Philip III. and IV. 
Charles VII. Louis XL kings of 
France ; Henry I. Stephen, John, 
Henry V. kings of England ; who 
confirmed all the donations made to 
the abbey. 

Mary d' Efpagne countefs of Alen- 
con and Eftampes, François de Beau- 
plan, Anthony de Fiereville, Hugh de 

Viviers, 
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Viviers, Flora de la Potterie*, and 
Mahiel du Bofe, made great prefents 
to the monaftery. 

Nor muft we forget the moft re- 
markable interments, fepulchral mo- 
numents, &c. In the chapter-lnrnfe 
were buried the following abbats : 

The venerable Helluin,whofe fuperb 
tomb, near eight feet long and two feet 
high, is in the centre. 

William IIL 

Bofon IV. 

Letard VL 

Roger Vn. 

* This femily is totally extîtrét, and all thcrr 
property is pafled to ftrangers, together with the 
cilate of their name, three quarters of a Iqague 
from Bee, to the N. E. of Poat au -Lou, on tbc 
fop of the hilU 

Hugh 
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Hugh XI. 

William Xn. • 

Henry XIV. 

Robert XV. 

John XVI. 

Peter XVII. 

Ymer X Vffl. 

All thefe tombs are of ftone, and 
have a crofs or crofier in relief, but 
no epitaph, any more than thofe of 

William de la Mare. 

William de St. Ymer. 

William de St. Clodoard. 

John de Bec. 

Richard de Bures. 

James de Rouen, alias de la Motte. 

William Moran de Bourgeville. 

John d* Aptot. 
Frances dé Vilmontez. 

At 
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. At the upp.er end of the chaptèr- 
houfe are figures in relief, with dogs àfr 
their feet, reprefenting 

Henry de Neufbourg* 

Margaret de Neufbourg,^ wife of 
Amauri de Meulan : 

Another Henry de Neufburg; . 

Joan de Livaro, wife of Robert- de 

• ' • 1. 

Neufburg ; and Margaret de Livaro. 

On the pavement were placed the 
arms of all bhè pèrfbns buried in the 
chapter-houfe, according to the cuftom 
of' that time; but too few remain at 
prefent to be. dçfcribed with cer- 
.taintyi 

The heart of Mary d'Efpagne coiin- 
tefs d'Alençon and d'Eftampes lies 
in the Lady chapel, wit|i the bodied of 
Floquer Marfhall, born' in Normandy , 
and feveral abbats, as Gilbert XIX, 
John XXI, and Robert XXIL 

H In 
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tn the middle of the choir are mag^ 
nificent mormments for the abbats, 
William des Annilere. 
Robert de la Vallée. 
Thomas de Trique. • 

John de la Motte^ 
Godfrey d'Efpagne, 

Robert de Rouen. I 

William Guerin* 

On, the left hand of die high altar 
rcfts Geofrey Fae or Fare, InAop of 
Evreux from A. D* 1335 to 1340. 

Under the high altar is the heart ù£ 
John le Veneur, cardinal, and biihop of 
Lifieux. 

Before the fame altar, in the taiiddk 
of the fanéiuary, refts the body of 
Matilda, wife of the emperor Henry IV. 
She' was buried in 11 67, before out 
Lady's altar ; and in 1 28 2, as they were 

lengthening 



.J 
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lengthening the church, they found 
her corpfe, before the place of the high 
altar, buried in an ox^s hide. They 
ereâed to her memory a tomb of 
Copper, whereon was engraved thk 
epitaph : 

D. o. M, 

^t setenue Auguflx Madldis memorie: 

Quae 

Ortu magna, Viro major, fed maxima Parto, 

Hie jacct, Hcnrici filia, fponfa, parens, 

Quippe quaî extitit 

Henrici I. Ânglorum Regis filia nobiliffima, 

Hcnrici IV. Romanorum Imperatoris 

fponfa auguftiffima, 

Godefridi Pulchri AndegaveQfmm cpmiti* 

Poiieriore thoro praeciara conjux; 

Dé quo fada eft 

Henrici !!• Anglise Regis Parens illuftriffima* 

£rga Béccenfem eccleiiam impenfe munifica, 

Oiiam dum viveret thefanris fuis ditavit, 

£t poft obitum 

Sui corporis voluit effe ciiftodem. 

Felicem vitae fortita eft exitum iv Idus S^ptembris^ 

An. D*ni mclxvii. 

In monumentum seternum pofuerufit monachi 

Beccenfi^ Congr. Sti Mauri 

An. i684« 

Ha Vmm 
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William de Benfville lies before- thd 
altar of St. Nicholas, in what is now 
vailed thé veftry. 

The noble-and potent lady Joan de 
.Tilly, ^wife of John baron de Ferriere^^ 
lies in the chapel of St. John: Baptift^ 
without an infcriptioh. Richard de 
Beaiifay and Heribert, both monies of 
B^c, and afterwards biftiops of Avran- 
chés, are buried in the church, but the 
exaâ: fpot is not known, any more 
than that of Hugh de Nonan bifliop 
of Coventry, 

In the left aile of the church is 
buried lady Mabire Vitevaux, a woman 
of high nobility. 

At the entrance of the church lies 
Joan de Tibouville, and by her fide 
another Jo^n de Tibouville. 

William Cril'pin lies near the cloif- 
ter door, and Ev^e his wife, andWil- 

e liam 
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tiam his nephew by him. All thefe 
tombs are without epitaphs. 

Francis d'Aulne, lord of Bèauplan^ 
is buried in the chapel of St. Stephen, 
which was decorated at his ekpence, 
and has the following epitaph : 

T 

Cy gift noble homme François d'Aulne, Ecuyer, 
Scignçur de Beayplan, en fon vivant premier 
Capitaine et Commandant dans la Villç du Havre 
de Grace, lequel après un long fervice rendu si 
ia Majefté, s'etant retiré dans cette Abbayç, y a 
vécu avec une pieté exemplaire, et a fait faire cet 
Autel. U a remis fon ame à Dieu le ad jour <|e 
Février l'an 1673, et de fon age le 84. 

]R.e^\iiefcat in Pace, Ameo, 



H 3 lu 
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Ia the fatne chapel is the heart of 
Mary de Braacas, with this iûfcrijp- 
tion: 

Cy^ rèpofe le cœur de très haute U trèi 
puifTante Dame, Madame Marie de Brancàfl, 
Epoufe du très haut & très puiffant feigneur 
Monfeigr Louis de Srancas, Duc de Villârs, Pair 

de France ; 
Au milieu d'une cour Pexample ne Ta pas feduite* 
Ses moeurs ont été refpedez de la medifance qui 

épargne fi peu la Vertu. 
Le Choix qu'il a fait pour fon'cœur de èe lieu faiût 

flnontre aïïez que 
aahè le fejour mertic des vàtiites, 'elle les a toujour 

meptifées, « 
Chretiefts, puifqû'éllt a glorifié Dieu aux yeux 

des pécheurs, 
priez qu'il la couronne dans la compagnie det 

faiiits. 

Cette illuftre dame eft morte a Paris, le 17 Aouf> 

2 73'» ^gée de 78 ans & 11 mois. 
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Olivier Heufté de Lamberville lies 
in the Lady chapel facing the door of 
the choir on the gofpel fide. His 
epitaph is on a tablet of fine black 
marble fet in the wall over againft the 
altar of the faid chapel : 

D. o. M. ct &. M. 

Nobilis religiofique viri 
D. D. Olivarii Heuftè de Lamberville : 
Qui fandse regulae jugum portatunis ab adolefcentia. 
Hue vixdum decennis advolavit 
LXX aoDorum in Benedidtina palaeftra ftadium 
Fie, perfeveranter, féliciter, emenfus, 
Magnique Prioris officio. 
Ad quod etiam unum junior meritis exigentibm 
alTumptus fuerat. 
Per triginta annos ftrenue fundus , 
Jleformatos ordinis afcetos excepit, fovit, adjuvit ; 
Antiquioris difciplins conunilitones rexit, correct, 
inftnixit : 
Multis tandem ad ornatum S. Bafilicx 
Coilatis donariisy 
De omnibus benemeritus, defideratus omnibus, 
Curfum laudatiilimumvit» confummavit 
Preciofa morte in confpe^tu Domini, 
Die XXVI Feb. an. m.d.xx^yji. an. natus lxxx. 

H 4 * Charles 
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Charles Le Maire is buried in the 
chapel of St. Martin under a tomb of 
fine black marble, with this infcrip- 
tion: 

D. o. M. & M. M. 

Nobilis religiofiqiic viri D. D. Caroli le Maire» 
Qui a teneris, fpreto I'aeculo vita m adturus cœnobiticam, 
Beccenfe mpnaflerium duodeniiis ingreflus ell: ; 
I4XXI11 annonjm et ampliiis in ordine Sti Benedi6ti 
fpacium * . 

Pari virtute acperfeverantja féliciter executu^ 
In prioratu S. Ymefii fubprioris dignitate, 
Ad qiiam etiam invitus eve6lus fiierat, 
Per XXIX annos cum omnium approbatione perfun^us. 
Ad fuum tandem fenex reverfus eft cœnobiura, iii qu« 
Pet annos aliquot foli Deo fibique vacans, 
In doloribus quos fub vitae finem peracutos. fea&t 
patientiiîîmus, 
In pauperes & egenos quos ubique recrcavit 
munifîcentiflîmus, 
' Rcformatis monachis de quibus bene meritus eft 
defideratiflimus, 
Probatiffimae vitae curriculum abfolvit preciofa 

fnorte julloruip. 

Pie mends anni annos natus 

Et in hoc, 

Quod elegantiflimo marmbr curaverat exornandunj 

facello, fepultus. 

Requiefcat in Pace. Amen. 



In 



THE ABBEY OF BEC. 105 

In St. Peter*s chapel lies the body of 
Peter Beton, with this epitaph : 

Cy git noble homme Pierre de Beton, en foa 
vivant ecuyer, feigneur de Fontaine le Foreft, et 
Cap. dans le regiment de la Marie, lequel après 
. ^voir fervi fa'Majefte pendant 25 ans, fe retira en 
cette abbaye, ou il a vécu ^vec upe pieté exem* 
plaire l'efpace de 17 ans, 11 jours, & y cft mort 
le ire Janvier, 1671, agè de 73 ans. Il a fait 
faire cet autel devant lequel il a voulu être 
«nterrè. 

Priez pour le Repos cÇe fon Ame. 

There were in the nave, which has 
been deftroyed, feveral monuments 
for perfons of diftinâion, whofe very 
names are at prefent unknown, as 
well as thofe of many others, whp 
were buried in the cloyfter, and whole 
fnonuments were removed on the re- 
building of it. 

Thefe particulars may fufBce to give 
an idea of the ^bbey qf Beg from it*s 

foundation 
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foundation to the introduâion of the 
congregation of St. Maur under Donû^ 
nie de Vic, m 1626. This abbat dying 
-in 1 66 1, the abbey was put under 
fequeftration * till 1665, when the 
king nominated Meflire James Nico- 
las CoLLEBERT, fon of M. Colle- 
bert, counfellor to the king in all his 
councils, infpeâor of the finances, 
and firft minifter of ftate. The king 
appointed to fucceed him in 1707, 
M» Roger de la Rochef aucaut de 
X.A RocHEGXTioN. This abbat lived 
but ten years after his nomination to 
the dignity, and died at Buda in Hun- 
gary. His immediate fucceflbr was the 
reigning abbat Monfcigneur Alex- 
jLKDBR Louis ds Bourbok Condb, 
prince of the blood, count de Clermont. 
Nothing remarkable happened during 
* En {ecenomaU 

the 
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the adtnîniftration of thefe four abbate* 
Proceed we therefore to give a (hort 
account of the decoration of the 
church, which is the principal and 
almoft the only objed worthy the at- 
tention of the lovers of venerable an- 
tiquity ; and to the print of the out*fide 
it)f this ftruâure prefixed to this work 
we (hall add all that can contribute to 
give a juft idea of its iaterior ornaments. 
This church, built about the mid- 
dle of the thirteenth century, or a 
little after, may compare with thofe 
jnafter-pieces of Gothic architefture, 
Whith will be the admiration of 
^iture ages for their delicacy and 
proportion. The monks of the con- 
gtiegation of St Maur have been at a 
Confiderable expence to adorn what 
^mains of this auguft church, whofe 
jiave was d^noiifhed by the fall of 

the 
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jhe great tower, as was before ré* 
lated. They have paved the fanftuary 
with' black and .white marble ; . ancj 
covered with the fame materials th^ 
tea chapels which furround them, ancj 
are defigned by William de latTrenir 
blaye, monk of Bee, one of the 
moft ingenious defigners of his time* 
He gave alfo the delign of the high 
altar and fcreen, which is much ad- 
mired by connoiflfeursy 

The alt^r, which he has executed 
himfelf, confifts of eight large columns 
of jafper, with bafes of bronze gilt, 
and many other ornaments in marble. 
The tabernacle is covered with dif- 
ferent pieces of marble, upited with 
great art, and extremely precious ; 
and a little above is the figure of 
the infant Jefus in beautiful whjje 
marble, having on each fide of him 
I kneeling 
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kneeling ftatues large as life of the 
Virgin and St. Jofbph* 

The fcreen^ qf /which thef defigti 
and figures are by the fame hand, i$ 
i^ntifely compqfed of the finefl: and 
rareft Italian, marbles. It is adorned 
with two niarb^e columns, and four 
jafper ^pilàfters, whofe ' bafes are, 0/ 
white! marble, and their capitals of 
white ftone well chofen; the whole 
-according to the proportions of the 
Compofite order, except the frize^ 
'which is formed of triglyphs of white 
marble Veined :. the . metopes are of 
jafper, charged with the figures of fe-^ 
veral pieces which were in the temple 
of Solomon. In the centre metope is 
the ark of the covenant, and the tabje 
of the fliew breads with the altar of 
•iucenfc, placed alternately with the 

emblems 
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emblems of the four Evangelifts. On 
the tympanum çf tjie frontifpiece^ 
which is of jafper, are the figures in 
tnezzo relievo of our firft parents 
Adam and Eve, at the foot of the 
fatal tree bewailing their fin. This 
tree, with the ferpent, Adam and Eve, 
and all the other figures in the qpietope, 
are of a metal compofed of lead, tin, 
and copper, the whole properly gilded 
with unpolifhed gold. On the cornice 
is a baluftrade of jafper, as well as 
the acroterion, on w^ich is placed ther 
figure of a great crucifix, efteemed a 
tnafter-piece of beauty, with the figure 
of the Virgin and St. John. In the 
middle of the whole is a handfi>me 
iron gate, ornamented in a good 
tafte, of a light and airy flyle, and 
delicate workmanfhip; the orna- 
ments 
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ments gilded With nnpolifhed gold. 

This gate is fct ofF by a frame of 

iharble of the ftnall Italian vein, made 

of three pieces, which is untommon, 

becaufe of its height, which is twelve 

feet and a half. On each fide^f this 

door are two figures, of St. Benedict 

and his difciple St. Maur, on marble 

pedeftals compofed of feveral pieces, 

and each adorned with two pilafters 

of jafper, their impoft and archivolte 

of marble, with a border of the fmall 

Italian vein* The bottom of the 

niches of the two ftatues, which are 

hollowed in fquares, is of the fineft 

blue turquoife marble. On each 

fide, and fronting the fanduary and 

prefBytery, are two large grates or ba- 

hiftradcs, whofe workmanfliip is much 

admiredt 

At 
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' As to the chapter-houfe, it was 
built at a time when fcience and tafte 
were in in their infancy: it is fpa- 
cious and lofty, but of heavy Gfothic. 
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A P P EN D I X. 

No I. 

Concordia inter abbatem et conventum 
de Becco, et abbatem et conventum 
deBaukvill*, prodecimis inBareby- 
ri +. Ex orig. penes T. Aftle, arm. 



OMNIBUS hec.vifuris. Abbas 
et conventus de Beçco, fait' in 
Domino. Noverltis quod cum caufa 
verteretur auftoritate apoftolica coram 
. . . priore fanfte Margarete Merle- 
berg', judice a domino papa delegato 
inter nos per fratrem Guill'm de Gine- 
vill tunc temporis procuratorem nos- 
trum in Anglia generâlem ex una 

*^ 8. George de Bauquerville, or Banguerville, 
In Normandy. See Dugd. Mon. Ang. II. p. 951. 

t Now called Barbury, in the hundred of Sel- 
keley, Wilt». 

I parte ; 
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parte; et . . . abbatem et conven- 
tum fanai Georgii de BaukVill* per 
fratrem Lucarn de BoyvîU tunc tem- 
poris procuratorem eorum fimiliter in 
Anglia generalem ex altera ; tandem 
fofpita fuit queftlo in hunc modum. 
Omnibus Chrifti fidelibus ad quos li- 
tere prefentes pervenerint, frater A. 
diélus prior fanfte Margarete Merle- 
berg* judex a domino papa delegat. fa^ 
lutem in domino. Noverit univerfitas 
veftra quod cum verteretur caufa co-> 
ram nobis auâoritate apoftolica inter 
. . . abbatem et conventum deBecco 
per fratrem Will'm de Ginevill tunc 
temporis procuratorem eorum in An- 
glia generalem litigantes ex una parte: 
et abbatem et conventum fanai Gfeor- 
gii de BaukViir per fratrem Lucam 
de Boy'vill tunc temporis procurato- 
rem 



APPENDIX. lii 

rem eorum fimiliter in Anglia gene- 
ralem litigantes ex altera, fuper decimis 
provenientibus tam majoribus quam 
minoribus de dominico quod diéli mo- 
nachi de BaukVill* habent in villa de 
Barèbyr, que fita eft infra limites pa- 
rocKie de minori Ockeborn, cujus per- 
ibnatus didi monachi de Becco opti- 
nent, quas ratione ecclefie prefate dice- 
bant de jure communi ad fe pertinere ; 
et aliquamdiu proccffum fuiflet in 
caufa, tandem inter didlos procuratores 
fuper diftis decîmis, tam majoribus 
quam minoribus, ita convenit, quod 
diâi monachi de Bauk'viir prefatis 
monachis de Becco fingulis annis no- 
mine diftarum decimarum in perpe- 
tuum folvent apud Ockeborn majorera 
viginti folidos fte^lingorum terminis 
I 2 in 
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in fiituris annotatls viz. infra oâave 
beati Michaelis decern foUdos, et infra 
oâ:ave purificationis beate Marie alios 
decern fblidos. Quod fi di£ti mona- 
chi de BaukViir in folutione ditfte pe- 
cunie in aliquo fuonim terminorum 
facienda ceflaverint, nomine pene fol- 
vent dials monachis de Becco pro fin- 
gulis defelcationibus dimid' marchae, 
qua commifla et fbluta nichilominus 
falva fit petitio debiti principalis. Salvis 
infuper didlis monachis de Becco fruc- 
tibus cujufdam acre in perpetuum^ 
quos de difto dominico percipere 
conftieverunt. Et pro prefate folutione 
pecunie diâ:i monachi de BaukViir a 
preftatione omnium decimarum, tarn 
majorum quam minorum de dominico 
predifto provenientium in perpetuum 
immunes remanebunt Rcnunciavit 

infuper 
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noftrum, una cum fignis diftorum pro- 
curatonim, eis mutuo committendis 
appofuimus. Datum Anno Gracie M.ce. 
quinquagefimo fecundo quadam auc- 
toritate prefentium confirmamus. Da-r 
turn anno domini m. pc. quinqua- 
gefimo tertio." 

The feM of the abbey appendant to 
this deed reprefehts the Virgin and 
Child and on the reyerfe the head of 
Herluin the founder and firft abbot, with 
a crofier ; circumfcribed , . . . Herlvi- 
Kvs pRiMvs ABBA^ Becci J the firft 
word loft. The other two feals had 
Herlvinvs abbas : reverfe the figure 
of a religious with a paftoral ftafF and 
book ; and on his right hand a fleur 
de lis, the arms of France. See the 
plate. 
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N- II. 

Ex Afpilogia Johannis Anftis, MS. in 
bibliotheca T. Aftle, arm. N^ 442. b. 

^' Sciant prefen tes et futurî, quod ego 
Robertus comes de Ferrariîs relaxavl 
penitus et quietum clamavl, pro me et 
heredibus meiç, ecclefie beate Marie 
de.Becco et monachîs ibidem Deo,fer- 
vientibus, in liberam, puram, et per- 
petuam elemolinam, totum jus et cla- 
mium quod habuiy vet habere. faotui, 
in manerio diftorum monachorum de 
Aderefton, cum omnibus fuis perti- 
nentiis, fine aliquo retenemento de 
cetero michi vel heredibus meis. In 
I 4 cujus 
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cujus rei teftimonium prefenti fcripto 
figillum meum appofui. 




Dugdale (Warwickihire, p. ^79^ 
7S0.) fays, the head reprefents the 
earl's own face ; but it is rather an an- 
tique gem, fuch being frequently ufed 
by our anceftors. 
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N" III. 

fivmdeir de Prior' Alienîg* in Turri 
LrOudon. 

Ricardus Dei gr'a. Rex AngF et 
Franc', et D'nus Hib'n', Ven'abili 
in X'po P'ri J. eadem gr'a, ep'o Bathon* 
et Weir, fart'm. Quia, quibufdam 
certis et urgentib' caufis nos fpecialiter 
moventib' &c. ' Dat* apud Weftm* xx 
die Septembr' anno regni n'ri o£tavo, 
&c. (1384.) 

Relponfio Joh'is [Harewell*] ep'i 
Bathon', int' aP. 
Abbas de Becco in Norman' Alieni- 
gen', cujus npmen ignorat'f , eft p'ben- 

* He was bifliop of Bath and Wells from 1366 
to 1386. 

f His name however was William de Benfevillc 
alias Popelive, eledcd 1317, died i388. See p. 
44» 45- - .' 

darius 
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parte; et ... abbatem et conven- 
turn fanfti Georgii de BaukVill' per 
fratrem Lucam de Boyvill tunc tem- 
poris procuratorem eorum fimîlîter in 
Anglia generalem ex altera ; tandem 
fofpita fuit queftio in hunc modum. 
Omnibus Chrifti fidelibus ad quos li- 
tere prefentes pervenerint, frater A. 
di£bus prior fanfte Margarete Merle- 
berg* judex a domino papa delegat. fa- 
lutem in domino. Noverit univerfitas 
veftra quod cum verteretur caufa co-> 
ram nobis au<9:oritate apoftolica inter 
. . . abbatem et conventum deBecco 
pef fratrem Will'm de Ginevili tunc 
temporis procuratorem eorum in An- 
glia generalem litigantes ex una parte: 
et abbatem et conventum fanfti Geor- 
gii de BaukViir per fratrem Lucam 
de Boy'vill tunc temporis procurato- 
rem 
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rem eorum fimlliter in Anglla gene- 
ralem litigantes ex altera, fuper decimis 
provenientibus tarn majoribus quam 
minoribus de domlnico quod diâi mo- 
xiachi de BaukViir habent in villa de 
Barëbyr, que fita eft infra limites pa- 
rochie de minori Ockeborn, cujus per- 
ibnatus difti monachi de Becco opti- 
nent, quas ratione ecclefie prefete dice- 
bant de jure communi ad fe pertinere ; 
et aliquamdiu proccffum fuiflet in 
caufa, tandem inter diûos procuratores 
luper dials decimis, tam majoribus 
quam minoribus, ita convenit, quod 
diâi monachi de BaukVill* prefatis 
monachis de Becco fingulis annis no- 
mine diâarum decimarum in perpe- 
tuum folvent apud Ockeborn majorera 
viginti folidos fte^lingorum terminis 
I 2 in 
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in fiituris annotatls viz. infra oâavc 

beati Michaelis decern foUdos, et infra 

oâ:ave purificationis beate Marie alios 

decern fblidos. Quod fi di£ti mona- 

chi de BaukViir in fblutione dîâe pe- 

cunie in aliquo fuonim terminorum 

facienda ceflaverint, nomine pene fol- 

vent diâîs monachis de Becco pro fin- 

gulis defelcationibus dimid' marchae, 

qua commifla et foluta nichilominus 

falva fit petitio debiti principalis. Salvis 

infuper didlis monachis de Becco fruc- 

tibus cujufdam acre in perpetuum^ 

quos de difto dominico perciperc 

confrieverunt. Et pro prefate folutione 

pecunie diâ:i monachi de BaukViir a 

preftatione omnium decimarum, tarn 

majorum quam minorum de dominico 

predifto prbvenientium in perpetuum 

immunes remanebunt. Rcnunciavit 

infuper 
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înfuper utraque pars omnibus împe- 
tratis et impetrandis tarn coram dele- 
gat' quam ordinar' fuper decimis pre- 
taxatis. Ad hec autem omnia obier- 
vanda que inter partes coram nobis 
provifa fuerint de confenfu expreflb 
partium tam nobis quam fucceflbribus 
noftris auftoritate apoftolica referva- 
mus poteftatem. Salvis in omnibus 
decimis minoribus, oblacionib', et aliis 
obventionib', que vicarius de minori 
Ockeborn de quadam virgata terre de 
difto dominica percipere confuevit. 
Simili modo falvis majoribus decimis 
de eadem virgata terre provenientibus 
diftis monachis de Becco, quas antea 
jure di£te ^cclefie percipere confueve- 
Terunt. In cujus rei memoriam pre- 
fenti fcripto et ejus confimili fignum 
I 3 noftrum, 
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alien, but when and to whom ixri-* 
mediately granted doth not appear. See 
Morant's Hift. of Eflex, vol. I. p. 22a* 

This abbey had in England, the 
manors of Great Blakenham in Suf- 
folk* : Wivelford, or Willesford, in 
Lincolnfhire ^ ; Cowick near Exeter in 
Devonfliire ^ ; Hou, or Hop, in Suf- 
iex**; and Lefingham in Norfolk^; 
the manors and churches of Great 
and Little Okeburn iiiWiltfhire ^ ; the 
manor of Devrel in the fame county ^ ; 
the manor and church of Rifelip in 
Middlefex ^ ; the church and feveral 
lands at GoldclifF, in Monmouthfliirc ' ; 

■ Sec Dr. Ducarers Anglo Norman Antiqui- 
ties» p. 87 ; and Tan. Not. Mon. p. 511. 
^ Tan. p. 268. ^ lb. p. 92. 

** lb. p. 554. « lb. p. 34a. 

' lb. p. $99. s Domefday, Wiltfliirc. 

^ Tan. Not. Mon. p. 198. 
* lb. p. 328. 

part 
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part of the town of Tooting in Surry ' ; 
and the church of Stevcnton in Berk- 
Ihire ^ ; the priories of Willesfbrd in 
Lincolnihire * ; of Okeburn in Wilt-, 
(hire" ; of Povington in Dorfetfliire " ; 
of Rilelip in Middlefex ** ; of Wedon 
in the Street in NorthamptonfhireP ; 
of Steventon in Berkfhire^ ; of Cow- 
icke in Devonfliire ' ; of Tooting in 
Surry' ; of Hoo in Suflex*; and of 
Stoke by Clare in Sufiblk", were 
alfo cells belonging to this abbey. 
William earl of Moreton in Nor- 
mandy, and of Cornwall in England, 
nephew to William the Conqueror, 

» Tan. Not. Mon. p. 577. 

^ lb. p, ij. ^ lb. p. 268. 

^ lb, p. 599. *» lb. p, 108. 

° lb. p. 298. ? lb. p. 373. Sec alfo 
Bridges's Hifl. of Northamptonfiiire, I. p. 93. 

*i Tan. ib. p. 15. ^ lb. p. 92. 

* Ib. p. 537, « lb. p. 554. 

• lb. p. SS4- 

6 gave 
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gave to this abbey his lordfhip of Pref- 

ton, in the rape of Pevenfey, hi SuC- 

fex ; and Hugh earl of Chefter, who 

died ui the year i loi, granted thereto 

his lordfhip of Atherfton, in War- 

wickfliire. Dr. Ducarel's Anglo-Nor-* 

man Antiquities, p. 87. Hugh Gren- 

tefmenil a manor in England^ called 

Anna. Richard Fit^ Gilbert and Role 

his- wife two churches, and the tithes 

of their manor in Ernembiri. Alice 

wife of Roger de Iverei a mill at Iflîp,. 

co. Oxf, Ameline wife of Ernulph de 

Heding the manor of Comb. Robert 

Curcy that of Coteford. William de 

RoUes his lands in ïckham, (q. c. 

Kent ?)' Ralph fitz Robert fitz An- 

ketill his manor of Derinton, c. 

Wilts. Emma wife of Baldwin fon 

of earl Gilbert, &c. the manor of 

Brad- 
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!Bradford, c. Devon, and the church 
of St. Michael, &c. at Hennington# 
Milo Crifpin, Swinefcomb, and the 
tithes of the honour of Wallingford. 
The emprefs Maud, Cornell and De- 
verell. Richard Fitz Baldwin, Crif- 
tensford. Ralph de Tony, Wrotham. 
The earl of Leicefter Chefingbury, c. 
Wilts. Gerard de Gurnay, Lefing- 
Ifabel de Chandos, Membury. See 
the Confirmation Charter of Hen. IL 
Mon. Ang. II. p. 954. Comp. with 
Tan. Not. Mon. p. 600. 

The manor of Eaft or Great Wro- 
tham, in Norfolk, was given to Bee 
abbey in Normandy, by Ralph de 
Toni, who held it at the Survey, from 
which time it enjoyed all the privileges 
belonging to that monaftery. In the 
regifter of the abbey, (fol. 58. b.) the 
K cuftoms 
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cuftoms of the niahbr ' are entered, 
among 3vKich it appears, that the te- 
nants were to jpay fcot and lot, by 
way of aid to the abbots, when they 
came iuto England, or to their proc- 
tors, if the neceffities of the abbey 
were vefy urgent. They could not fell 
a horfe-colt, nor an ox of their own 
bringing up, without their lord's leave, 
iior marry their daughters, nor go to 
live out of the manor, nor remove 
their chattels out of it without licence. 
They paid at every death the beft beaft 
for a heriot, or 3 2d. inftead of it; ancl 
if any one died inteftate, all their chat- 
tels were at the lord's difpofition. 
When the harveft work was finifhçd 
by the tenants, they were to have half 
an acre of barley, and a ram let loofe 
in the midft ^ of thera ; and if they 

^ catchcd 
6 
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catcKed him, he was their own to 
make merry with ; but if he efcaped 
from them, he was the lord's : which 
cuftom is ftill kept at Eton college, tJ^r-^ 
there being a ram every year let loofe 
among the fcholars, on a certain day, 
to be run down by them, the original 
of which might come from the cuftom 
of this manor. At this time William 
de Hockam held 60 acres of land of 
the old feoffment, by 5s*. per annum 
rent, and alfo i6s. rent at Rokeland, 
and all that belonged to the abbey of 
Bee, and was part of this manor. This 
William held all the lands and tene- 
ments that the church of Bee had in 
Hockam, by the rent of 17s. 2d. a 
year, three days work iil plowing, 
three in mowing, and one hen; and 
he and all his tenants under him 
K 2 were 
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were to pay reliefs, do fuit to the Hal- 
mote-Côurt at Wrotham, pay fcot 
and lot, and could not marry their 
daughters without licence ; and foon 
after this, in ^299, he levied a fine 
of the whole, when it contained ï8 
meffuages, 275 acres of lafid, 1 1 acres 
ofpafture, one acre of turf land, jy 
acres of heath, and 14s. ob. rent. In 
Great and Little Hockam. 

William Francolanus or Frankleyn 
held a carucate of land at Serepham 
or Shrophaiii, and paid fcot and Idt, 
gifts and aids, and did fuît to this 
court ; and Henry de Bradekere held 
a tenement there by the fame fervice* 
Emma de Kerbrook or Carbrook, 
Adam de Ockeham or Hockham, 
Walter Bainard, and the heirs of 
William Crongethorp, held a bruety, 
4 ' called 
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Galled Sandwadefcot, by fuit of court, 
^d the fervice of going to London, 
or elfewhere, at their own charge, 
on the lord's errand, and by doing the 
lord's and the town's fervice, ir\ at- 
tending the fheriff's turns and hun- 
dred courts, to hear the king's orders ; 
and William de Wrotham then held 
60 acres of land and a uiefluage, which 
in 1 240 was given by Reginald, ion 
of Euftace de Wrotham, to Bee ab- 
bey. In 1285, the abbot held it in free 
alms, as parcel of Tony's Barony, 
and had view of frankpledge, affize 
of bread and ale, a pillory, gallows^ 
and weyf ; and thus it continued it\ 
the abbey (unlefs when it was in the 
king's hands by reafon of the French 
wars) till 14 1 4, 2 Henry V. when 
K 3 the 
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the parliament at Leicefter diflolved 
the Alien Priories, from which time it 
continued in the crown till king Hen- 
ry VI. fettled it on his college of Eton, 
at the time of its foundation, and con- 
firmed it afterwards by his charter in 
1444 ; and in 1460 it was rc-confirm- 
cd by king Edward IV, being parcel of 
the poffeffions of Ofceburne Priory. At 
this time the provoft, fellows, and 
fcholars, of Eton, are the lords and 
proprietors thereof. Blomefield's Nor- 
folk, L 315, 316. 
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ABBOTS OF beg: 



t TTELLUIN 1034— 1078 

a ^ ^ vAnfelin, 1078—1093 

I William de Montfort, 1093 — X124 

4 Bofon the wife, z 1 34 — 1 1 2^ 

5 Theobald, 1126— 113X 

6 Letard, 1131 — 1149 
. 7 Roger, 1 149 — 1 1 79 

8 Olbern, 1179— 1187 

9 Roger IL 1187 — 1194 

10 Walter, 11 94 — 1197 

11 Hugh, 1 1 97— -1198 
II William, 1198 — mi 

1 3 Richard de St, Léger, 121 1— -i 233 
34 Henry de St. Léger, 1 223-— 1247 
15 Ri^bert de Clairbec, 1247 — 1266 

K 4 ^ x6 John, 



136 ABBOTS 

16 John, 1266— 1273 

17 Peter delà Cambe, 1273—1281 
i8 Ymer, 1281 — 1304 

19 Gilbert, 1304 — 1327 

20 Godfrey Fare, 1327— 1334 

21 Granger 1334 — 1350, 

22 Robert de Rouis 1350 — 13^1 

23 William de Benfcvile, 1361 — 1388 

24 Geofrey Harenc, 1388 — 1399 

25 William de Auvilleres, 1399 — '4^1 

26 Robert, 1421— -1430 

27 Thomas de Frique, 1430 — 1446 

28 John de la Motte, 1446 — 1452 

29 Geofrey d'Efpagne, 1452 — 147c 

30 John Boucard, 1475 — 1484 

31 F^obert de Rouen 1484 — 1492 

32 William Guerni 1492 — 15 14 

33 John Ribaud, 1514 — 1517 

34 Adrian Gouffier, 1517—1519 

35 JoTm Aurelius, 1519 — 1533 

36 John de Veneue, 1533 — 1543 

37 James de Annebaud, 1543 — 1558 



38 Loujs 
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38 -Louis dc Loraine; 1558 — 1563 

39 Claude de Loraine, 1563 — 1591 

40 Dominique de Vie, 1598—1661 

41 James Nicolas Colbert, 1665— 1707 

42 Roger de la Rochefaucault, 1707. — 1717 

43 Alexander Louis de Bourbon Copde, 1717 

abbot in 1764 

PRIONS. 

Baldwin 

Bofon 

John 

Lanfranc 

Theobald. 



INDEX. 



t >»« 1 
I N P È X. 

ANN E B A U D, James, abbot 74; 
Jn/elntj abbot 18^ a^p. of Cantefbuiy. zo» 

jtureliusy ]oht^ ab))ot 7^* 

jfuvilUreSj WUliaija de, abbot 51. 

BcCy its founder i, foundation 3, rebuilt 4, 37» 
church dedicated 5, rule 6, fchool 7, revenues S» 
benefadions 9, privileges and exemptions 10, royat 
.favours 13, patronage 13, fairs 13, abbots 18 — 77, 
io6,chapter-houfe 1 12, enlarged 16, lands in Eng* 
land <8, town and church burnt 34, fortified 
with towers 51, plundered 52, taxed 53, garrifoned 
55, many line buildings pulled down 56, beiieged 
îy the duke of Clarence j8, Hotel de Bec at Rouen 
60, citadel razed 62, fpire blown down 74, monks 
eminent 84, promoted 84, bifhops 86, writers 89 
90^ benefa6tors9T,94, monuments 95, of abbots 
98, burials xoo, church defcribed 106, altar 108 , 
fcreen 109» 

IBénfevile^ William de, abbot 45, 

Bofon^ abbot ^2, eleâed a fécond time 33, dies 24. 

Bourbon^ Alexander L, de, abbot io6« 

Boucard^ John, abbot 68. 

Cambe de la, Peter, abbot 36» 

Cialrbec^ Robert de, abbot 35. 

Co'hert^ Je N. abbot 106. 

Dominique^ de Vie, abbot jo6. 

Fmc^ Godfrey, abbot 40, refigns 42. 

FriquCf 



1 N B ï Xé i3f 

Frtque^ Thomas dc^ abbot 64* 

Granger^ abbot 43. 

Gilbert^ abbot 39. 

Geoffrey d'Efpagne,. abbot 66. 

Gouffier^ Adrian, abbot 72. 

Guerni^ William, abbot 70. 

Harenc, Geofrey, abbot 46, his death 50. 

Helluin, hU hiftory 2, death 15, nwnuiiieat ié^ 

epitaph 17, life i8, 
Henry V. of England, conquers Normoodf 55. 
JIt*ghy abbot 31. 
Johtty abbot 65, 
• de la Marc,, abbot 65. 

.— — Boucard, abbot 68, 

- ■ Ribaud, abbot 71. 

tanfrartc, his preferments j, dedicates Bcc church 
S, founds a fchool there 6. 

Lamberville^ Oliver de, his epitaph w>3. 

Li Maire^ his epitaph 104. 

Léger i St. Richard, abbot 32. 
. ,- ■■ ■ Henry, abbot 33. 

Letard^ abbot 26. 

Louis IX. vifits Bee 34. 

Loraine^ Claude de, abbot 77. 
- . ■ Louis de, abbot 75. 

Margaret queen of Englaûd, comes to Bcc 67, 
Mafflacre of HVigonots 75. 

Maud emprefs, buried at Bee 98, her body found 99. 
Maur St, rule of, introduced at Bee 106. 

Montfortf 
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Montfûrt^ William de, abbot 20> lu 

Mette de la, abbot éj» 

OJbem^ abbot 29» 

Kitaudj John, abbot 71. 

Rochefaucaultj Roger, abbot 106/ 

Roger ^ abbot 27, 30W 

Robert^ abbot 58. 

Koiten^ Robert de, abbot 70. 

Roui s ^ Robert de, abbot 43. 

Tbe&bald^ abbot 24^. 

Veneue^ John de, abbot 73. 

Walter^ abbot 50, , 

William J abbot 31. 

Hatrr, abbot 38. 



FINIS. 



ERRATA. 

p. «4, !. 9, for r. 1 1 36. 

p. 25, 1. 8, forClugin, r. Clugni. 

P- 57, Î- 7, for 147 1, r. 141 1. 

p. 72, 1. 5, for Theobald, r. Ribauit. 



©«Wcdncflay, Marcbji, 'Wëi fuhlijhei^ 

lu Sixty Pocket Volumes, Price 7I. los. fcwcdt 
A Complcat and Elegant Edition of 

THE ENGLISH POETS, 

WITH PREFACES 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL 

TO EACH AUTHOR, 

5y SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 

iUuftrated with Heads, engraved by Bartolozzi, Calswalx^ 
Hall, Sherwin, Walker, &c. tec. 



This CoUeûion contains the Compleat Poetical Works o£ 



COWLEY, 

MILTOÎ^, 

BUTLER, 

WALLER, 

DENHAM, 

SPRAT, 

ROSCOMMON, 

ROCHESTER, 

YALDEN, 

OTWAY, 

DUKE, 

DORSET, 

HALIFAX, 

STEPNEY, 

WALSH, 

DRYDEN, 

GARTH, 



KING, 

J. PHILIPS, 

SMITH, 

POMFRET, 

HUGHES, 

ADDISON, 

BUCKINGHAM, 

LANSDOWNE, 

ROWE, 

TICKELL, 

CONGRE VE, 

FENTON, 

PRIOR, 

POPE, 

SWIFT, 

GAY, 

BROOME, 



PITT, 

PARNELL, 

A. PHILIPS, 

SAVAGE, 

WATTS, 

SOMERVILE, 

THOMSON, 

HAMMOND, 

COLLINS, 

YOUNG, 

DYER, 

MALLET, 

SHENSTONE, 

AKENSIDÈ, 

LYTTELTON, 

WEST, 

GRAY; 



The Translations of DRYDEN, POPE, and ROWE; 
and BLACKMORE'S Creatio:^. 

PRINTED FOR J. NICHOLS. 



0« Monday, April .$, njoert ptMifintiy Prict^ufiwutm 
Accurately frinttd in Two Volumes t Oâûn^Oy 

SIX OLD PLAYS, 

On which Shak9Peake founded his Meafure for Mea- 
farc, Comedy of. Errors, Taming the Shrew, King Johû^ 
King Henry IV. King Henry V, and King L^ar ; viz. 

FllOMOS AND CaSSANDR/^, 1578$ MfiMACHMÎ, 159$ I 

Tkf E Taming of a Shrew, 1607 ; The Troublesome 
Kkion of Kino John, 1611; ThIh Famous Victo- 
ries or Henrt THE Fifth; and The History of 
KlNàLEER, i6o(. . 

Pffoted lor S. Leacroft % and fold by J. Nichols. 



In the Prefix andfpeedily Ufill be publi/hed^ 
I The HiiTOirY of Thetpord, 4to. 
% A New Ediiion of Vertue's Great Seals, 410. 
5 A CoUeâton of Royal aad Noble VVilU» 4to. 

4 The Supplement to SwiPT's Works, in One Volume 410, 

5 The fame Work, in Two Volumes large 8vo. 

é The fame Work, in Three Volumes fmall 8vo. 
7 The fame Work, in Three Volumes i8mo. 
% The Hiilory of the Alien Priories, and their PoiTcfTions in 
'- Engiann, with feveral elegant Engravings, a vols. ^^Q» 



Im ifpePffft^ uni ^th all towventent ^ed will be puhUJhed, 

1. RUSSIA ILLUSTRA TA: 

Being a Defcription of all the different Nations that com- 
po'fe the cxtenfive £mpire of Russia ; giving an Account 
uf thfir fevcfal Religions, Manners, Way dt Life, Forces, 
Trade, Arts, Manufa^oric», Government, Habits, Cli- 
tnatcf, Produce, Languages, Cuftoms, and many other 
valuable Parriculars. The Natural Hiftory and Bouny 
will be clait^d by the Linnaean Sydem. 

2, A New and Corrc£t Edition of Mr. Bowyek*! 
Greek Testament, with his Conjectures, in ^to* 

FUZKTED FOR J. KICHOLS. 



Oa Saturday, Janua^ aj, w^i/K^/^^^, 

In Ten Volumes, large Odavo, 

(Price Three Pounds and Ten Shillings, bound) 

T H E P L A Y S 

O F 

WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 

WitTi the Corrections and Iilustrations of 



ROWE, 

POPE, 

THEOBALD, 

HANMER, 

WARBURTON, 

UPTON, 

GREY, 

EDWARDS, 

RODERICK, 

THIRLBY, 

BISHOP, 

HEATH, 

RIDLEY, 

SÇ.YWARD, 

SYMPSON, 

GRANGER, 

WALPOLE, 



FARMER, 
PERCY, 
TOLLET, 
KURD, 
HARDINGE, 
HOLT, 

GOLDSMITH, 
. COLLINS, 
BURROW, 
SMITH, 
CHAMIER, 
HAWKINS, 
MUSGRAVE, 
LANGTON, 
OLDYS, 
GUTHRIE, 
REYNOLDS, 



TYRWHÎTT, 

MALONE, 

COLMAN, 

KENRLCK, 

REED, 

FOLKES, 

LETHERLAND^ 

BARxlINGTON, 

JAMES, 

RAWLINSON, 

BOWLE, 

J. WARTON, 

Mr 



lURPHY, 
T. WARTON, 
WEST, 
WARNER, 
MONTAGUE, 
&c. ice» 
To »vhich arc added, NOTES by 

SAMUEL JOHNSON and GEORGE STEEVENSt 

Together with 

THE PREFACES OF FORMER EDITORS: 

TWO PORTRAITS OF THE AUTHOR? 

A FAC-SIMILE OF HIS HAND-WRITING; 

A Plate, reprefenting the Figures of ancient Morris- Dancers, &c. Ape» 

The Second Edition, rerifed and augmented. 

Vet. Auâi apud Suidam. 
Multa dies variuffue labor mutabU'n cevi 
Retulit in mslius, mu/tos -aiterna revifcns 
Lujitf et ififoiidç rurfus fortuna kcavit, Vîrgît 

PRINTEPFOR J, NICHOLS. 



BOOKS PRINTED FOR J. NICHOLS^r 
AND SOLD BY H* PAYNp. 

1 s d 
I BIOGR APHIA Britannica, vol. I. folio, bdardsy i 1 1 6 

% Bacon's Works com p^ ear, 5 vols. 4to, bnundy 550 

3 Anfon's Voyage, 410, houndy — i i o 

4 Bates*s Critica Hebraea, 410, houndy -^ i i o 

5 Clarke on Coins, ^itb Bowyer's Appendix, 4to, 

bound, — -^ — 15e 

4 Pegge on the Coins of Cunobelin, 4to, frwedy 055 
7 Bowyer's Conje£lures on the New Teft. bounds 060 
% * — «- Scleft Difcourfes, femjedy — o i #' 

9'OriginefPrintine,byBowverandNichols,yîrqvtf^o 3 » 

10 Dr. Owen's ColUrio Codicis Cottoniani, fenjued, 036 
\ I __ Critica Sacra, compleat, Jetvedy 016' 

11 ■ . Obfervationson the Gofpels,yg<K;/</, o 3 o 

13 The Repofitory ; a fekô CoUeftion of Effays of 

Wit and Humour, a vols. yîrwf4 — 060 

14 Mailînger's Dramatic Works, 4 vnh. bound, 1 4 * o^ 

15 Mtfcellanics in Profç and Verfc, by W. King, 

LL.D. Advocate of Doftor's Commons, &c. 
with Hiûorical Notes, and Memoirs of the 
Author, b^ J. Nichols, 3 vols, boards, & 10 6 

16 Prior's Poetical Works, % voh. fe<wedy 07e 

17 Addifon's Mifcellanics, 3 vols, bound, 090 
iS The Guardian, 2 vols, bound, . •— O 5 o 

19 Bp. Pearce's Cicero de Oratore, bound, 060 

20 M arkland's Remarks on Cicero's Epiillcs, ^02^^;^, o 6 o 
ai ■ ■ '■ Euripidis Supplices Mulicres, Ao«fff/, o 6 o 
%% Clarke's Paraphrafe on the Gofpels, 2 vols, bound, o 10 o' 
13 Sftunderfon's Algebra, bound, — 060 

24 Bentley againd Boyle, Bovvyer's Edition, bound,, o 6 o 

25 Milot's Hillory of England, tranllated by Mrs, 

Brooke, 4 vols, bound, — o la o 

26 Farncworth's Hiftoryof the Ifraelitcs, ^if^</, 030 

27 Forbes on Agriculture, bound, — . 060 

28 Tooke's Tranfiations from f aiconet, hcfenxied, 040 

29 Tour through Great Britain, 4 vols, bound, 0146 

30 TheSlxTHVolumeofDr,you;:g*sWorks,/^«u;f^,o 2 6 

31 Bp. Clayton's Journal to Grand Cairo, y^^w^i/, 026 
3x Philipps's Navy Sermons, hound, — - 030 

33 Hcylin's Help to Englifh ^xixoxs , femied, o S o 

34 Salomon's Expeditious Accountant, Je^ued, 030 

«Î «:^ « 
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